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VIEW  OF  THE  NEW  CIVIC  CENTRE 

opened  on  17th  February,  1967 


The  Health  Department  accommodation  is  shown  on  the  ground  floor 
of  the  right  hand  wing  of  the  building. 


VIEW  OF  COUNCIL  BUILT  PROPERTY 


View  looking  south  west  down  Dahlia  Way  on  the  Lakes  Estate,  providing  for  pedestrian  use  and  safe  play  areas, 
and  showing  one  of  the  many  pleasing  effects  achieved  in  the  numerous  Council  built  new  housing  estates. 
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Telephone  832361  PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT 

CIVIC  CENTRE 
HEBBURN 


PREFACE 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Urban  District  CoonciS  of  Hebburn 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  In  submitting  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  on  the  health  of  the  Urban  District  and  the  work 
of  the  Health  Department  for  the  year  1970. 

The  health  statistics  and  related  information  are  set  out  in 
detail  in  the  body  of  the  report,  but  I would  like  to  comment  upon 
certain  features. 

The  principal  vita!  statistics  whilst  often  showing  improve- 
ments, indicated  no  significant  changes  generally  compared  with 

1969. 

The  population  of  the  Urban  District  fell  by  150  to  24,390.  This 
was  more  than  the  natural  increase,  the  excess  of  births  over 
deaths  being  73. 

The  birth  rate  showed  a slight  decrease  to  14.7  (14.8  in  1969) 
whilst  the  standardised  birth  rate  (i.e.  adjusted  for  age  and  sex 
distribution  of  the  population)  was  13.7,  (13.8  in  1969),  which  was 
below  the  figure  of  16.0  for  England  and  Wales.  The  Illegitimacy 
rate  (%  of  live  births)  has  risen  steadily  from  3.8  in  1962  to  8%  in 

1970. 

The  infant  mortality  rate  rose  to  22.0  compared  with  11.0  in 
1969  which  is  above  the  national  figure  of  17.0.  Details  are  given 
on  page  15  including  causes,  in  the  last  decade  since  1961, 
when  there  were  4 infant  deaths,  such  have  averaged  10  a year 
with  a maximum  of  15  deaths  in  1964,  with  infant  mortality  rates 
varying  from  11.0  in  1969  to  28.0  in  1964  due  to  the  small  number 
of  births  each  year.  Happily  again  there  were  no  maternal  deaths. 

The  death  rate  of  11.7  (11.4  in  1969)  shows  a slight  increase; 
with  the  standardised  death  rate  of  15.2  (14.5  in  1969)  exceeding 
that  for  England  and  Wales  which  was  11.7  (11.9  in  1969).  Heart 
disease  and  cancer  continue  to  be  the  most  important  causes  of 
death  which  caused  53.7%  of  the  mortality.  This  percentage  was 
about  50%  from  1960-64  but  since  has  shown  a definite  increase, 
with  a maximum  of  67%0  in  1967.  Heart  disease  accounted  for  57 
male  and  42  female  deaths  (as  against  44  and  48  in  1969). 
Cancers  came  next  with  29  male  deaths  (36  in  1969)  and  30 
female  deaths  (21  in  1969).  Relevant  statistics  are  on  page  14. 
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Cancer  of  the  lung  caused  13  deaths  in  1970  against  20  in 
1969,  which  may  be  compared  with  20  12  and  19  for  the  three 
previous  years,  in  view  of  the  increasing  deaths  nationally  from 
this  cause.  Cigarette  smoking  particularly  has  been  indicted  as  an 
important  preventable  cause  as  well  as  promoting  coronary 
disease  of  the  heart.  Heart  disease  caused  33%  of  all  deaths.  For 
this  reason  an  ‘anti-smoking’  campaign  was  held  in  October  which 
is  outlined  on  page  28. 

In  preparing  this  report,  efforts  have  been  made  to  make  it 
more  informative,  interesting,  comprehensive  and  readable.  Parts 
have  been  amplified,  altered  or  added  and  various  gaps  filled,  new 
tables  have  been  introduced,  and  comparative  yearly  totals  pro- 
vided, in  attempting  to  improve  the  presentation  and  show  trends 
where  appropriate,  and  this  has  significantly  increased  the  size  of 
the  report. 

The  outstanding  part  of  the  report  is  certainly  the  fascinating 
pages  of  ‘Historical  Notes  on  Housing  and  Social  Conditions 
in  Hebburn’.  Which  Mr.  P.  Milne  the  Chief  Public  Health 
Inspector  has  contributed  after  much  research,  and  which  takes 
us  back  to  the  end  of  the  18th  century  when  Hebburn  came  into 
existence.  His  account  ends  by  giving  extensive  details  of  all 
dwelling  houses  and  other  premises  which  have  been  dealt  with 
since  the  last  war,  and  is  presented  fittingly  as  a record  at  the  start 
of  a new  decade  with  major  changes  in  local  government  soon  to 
occur. 

The  report  on  infectious  diseases  in  Section  C contains  an 
account  of  a significant  food  poisoning  outbreak  in  a coach  party 
returning  to  Hebburn  from  Italy,  as  well  as  remarks  on  tuber- 
culosis. Comment  has  been  introduced  under  Section  24  (Health 
Visiting),  and  under  Section  28  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act 
on  pages  23/27  under  the  heading  of  ‘Prevention  of  Illness  Care 
and  After  Care’  which  deals  with  a number  of  topics  including 
health  education  and  the  prevention  of  accidents  for  which 
specific  attention  was  instituted. 

! would  like  to  mention  the  harmonious  relationship  which  I 
enjoy  with  the  family  doctors  and  the  liaison  operating  between 
staff  in  the  various  bodies  dealing  with  social  and  socio-medical 
work.  A monthly  lunch  organised  by  the  Reverend  J.  F.  Martineau 
and  the  discussion  which  follows,  sometimes  after  an  address  by 
an  invited  speaker,  plays  no  small  part,  I feel  in  engendering  this 
desirable  working  relationship  between  doctors,  nurses  and  social 
'workers,  which  quarterly  meetings  of  the  Problem  Family  Case 
Conference  helps  to  maintain. 
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This  is  the  first  Annual  Report  which  I have  the  honour  to 
present  to  you  during  my  term  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health  which 
began  on  the  23rd  February,  and  I should  like  to  take  this  oppor- 
tunity of  thanking  all  the  Members  of  the  Council,  all  the  officers 
and  members  of  the  Health  Department  staff,  and  also  my  area 
clerk  and  other  members  of  staff,  for  their  kind  help  and  assistance 
in  my  work  throughout  a busy  year. 

G.  HAMILTON  WHALLEY, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


10 


SECTION  A 

Statistics  of  the  Area 


A.  GENERAL  STATISTICS 

Area  of  District  in  acres  (excluding  tidal  waters)  - 1,563. 

Estimated  resident  population  - 24,390. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  - 8,360. 

Number  of  Council  houses  - 5,242. 

Number  of  Council  houses  erected  during  the  year  - 166. 

Number  of  private  houses  erected  during  the  year  - Nil. 

Rateable  Value  at  31st  December,  1970  - £1,113,395. 

Estimated  Penny  Rate  product,  1970/71  - £4,533. 

B.  PHYSICAL  AND  SOCIAL 

Description  of  the  Area 

The  Urban  District  of  Hebburn  is  a level  area  which  forms  part 
of  the  Tyneside  conurbation  and  is  roughly  rectangular  in  shape. 
The  River  Tyne  forms  its  Northern  boundary,  a ferry  giving  com- 
munication with  Wallsend  on  the  opposite  bank.  As  the  river  bends 
it  forms  the  Western  boundary.  This  then  turns  South  East  with  a 
projecting  area  to  almost  reach  the  main  road  from  Newcastle  to 
Sunderland,  and  forms  a common  boundary  with  Felling  Urban 
District. 

In  the  East,  Hebburn  and  Jarrow  Municipal  Borough  have  a 
common  boundary  running  approximately  north  and  south  from 
the  river.  The  southern  limit  of  the  Urban  District  is  contiguous 
with  Boldon  Urban  District,  and  follows  the  line  of  the  Newcastle 
to  Sunderland  main  railway  line  to  the  point  where  the  boundary 
turns  North  Westwards. 

The  Newcastle  to  South  Shields  railway  runs  through  the 
district  parallel  to  the  course  of  the  River  Tyne  thus  enclosing  the 
Shipbuilding  and  repair  yards  and  large  Electrical  Engineering 
and  other  works.  Other  Industries  in  the  area  include  Engineering, 
Chemical,  and  Paint  Works,  and  a large  Coke  Works  near  the 
Southern  boundary  of  the  Urban  District. 

There  has  been  very  considerable  slum  clearance,  and  re- 
housing in  pleasant  housing  estates  with  generous  open  spaces 
between  them.  The  New  Town  Redevelopment  Area  has  provided 
a new  shopping  centre  as  an  important  factor  in  the  extensive 
centra!  redevelopment  in  this  area. 

Such  progress  has  greatly  improved  Hebburn  and  is  rapidly 
continuing  to  do  so  as  planning  is  transformed  into  reality. 
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Employment 

Mr.  J.  W.  Winter,  Disablement  Resettlement  Officer,  of  the 
Employment  Exchange,  has  kindly  supplied  the  following  informa- 
tion relating  to  Employment,  Unemployment,  Disablement  and 
Rehabilitation. 


Estimated  Numbers  of  Employees  in  the  Area  of 

Jarrow  and  Hebburn 


industry 

Males 

Females 

Total 

1.  Agriculture,  Mining  and 

Quarrying 

112 

0 

112 

Manufacturing  Industries 

2.  Engineering  and  Electrical 


Goods 

7939 

3015 

10954 

3. 

Shipbuilding,  Repairing  and 

Marine  Engineering 

3656 

177 

3833 

4. 

Meta!  Manufacture  ... 

1313 

129 

1442 

5. 

Paper,  Printing  and 

Publishing  ... 

17 

18 

35 

6. 

Chemicals  and  Allied 

Industries 

842 

209 

1051 

7. 

Bricks,  Pottery,  Glass, 

Cement 

247 

34 

281 

8. 

Food,  Drink  and  Tobacco... 

95 

97 

192 

9. 

Textiles,  Clothing  and 

Footwear 

106 

309 

415 

10. 

Timber,  Furniture,  etc. 

219 

66 

285 

11. 

All  other  Manufacturing  ... 

1131 

1068 

2199 

Total  - All  Manufacturing:  1970 

15677 

5122 

20799 

1969 

16789 

5437 

22226 

12. 

Distributive  Trades... 

933 

1305 

2238 

13. 

Professional,  Scientific, 

Banking 

586 

1116 

1702 

14. 

Building  and  Construction... 

986 

31 

1017 

15. 

Public  Administration 

586 

149 

735 

16. 

Transport  and 

Communication 

270 

25 

295 

17. 

Miscellaneous  Services  ... 

507 

828 

1335 

Total  - All  industries:  1970 

19545 

8576 

28121 

1969 

20681 

8767 

29448 
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GENERAL  COMMENT 

During  1970  the  closure  of  a local  ship  repair  yard  coupled 
with  other  redundances  contributed  to  a further  deterioration  in 
the  level  of  employment  in  the  area,  with  1,327  fewer  employed 
than  in  1969,  when  a promising  start  was  not  maintained. 

Whilst  in  the  manufacturing  industries  in  1969,  redundances 
continued  in  electrical  engineering  with  fluctuating  levels  in  ship 
repairing,  there  were  redundancies  in  1970  in  all  the  categories 
2-10  except  for  category  4 (metal  manufacture). 

The  six  new  manufacturing  categories  (12-17)  do  however 
show  a small  overall  increase  of  110  employed,  being  mostly  men 
in  category  12  and  women  in  category  13.  The  fall  in  demand  seen 
in  1969  became  clearly  evident  in  1970. 

Unemployment 

With  the  decline  of  employment  opportunities  in  the  area, 
unemployment  registers  remained  consistently  high  during  1970. 
The  traditional  reduction  in  the  level  of  unemployment  during  the 
spring  and  summer  months  did  not  take  place  as  had  been  hoped. 
Average  unemployment  for  1970  was  10%  higher  than  1969,  when 
unemployment  rose  by  6%. 


Males 

Females 

Total 

(a) 

Lowest  total  during  year 
(8/1/70)  

1079 

113 

1192 

(b) 

Highest  totals  during  year 
(10/8/70)  

1355 

282 

1637 

(7/12/70)  

1405 

232 

1637 

(c) 

Average  during  1970 

1253 

180 

1433 

(d) 

Average  during  year  1969... 

1165 

138 

1303 

(e) 

Average  during  year  1968... 

1182 

198 

1380 

Disabled  Persons  Register 


The  following  persons  were  registered  as  Disabled  within  the 
meaning  of  the  Disabled  Persons  (Employment  Act  1944  and 
1958). 


Category  of  Disability 

Men 

Women 

Surgical 

262 

36 

Medical 

...  ... 

240 

45 

Psychiatric 

...  ... 

22 

3 

Others 

...  ... 

71 

20 

Total:  1970 

595 

104 

1969 

626 

130 

13 


Unemployment  among  the  Disabled 

The  following  unemployed  Registered  Disabled  Persons  are 
included  in  the  above  figures. 


Category  of  Disability 

Men 

Women 

Surgical 

36 

4 

Medical 

• • • • • • 

54 

7 

Psychiatric  ... 

...  ... 

5 

2 

Others 

... 

5 

3 

Total:  1970 

100 

16 

1969 

82 

14 

Industrial  Rehabilitation  and  Vocational  Training 
During  1970,  43  local  men  commenced  courses  of  training  in 
new  occupations  at  Government  Training  Centres,  compared  with 
45  during  the  previous  year.  33  men  and  1 woman  completed 
courses  at  the  Industrial  Rehabilitation  Unit,  compared  with  20 
men  and  6 women  in  1969. 


Sickness  Morbidity 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  new  claims  of  sick- 
ness benefit  received  for  Jarrow  and  Hebburn  for  1970. 


January  ...  ...  ...  2261 

February  ...  ...  ...  1461 

March  1645 

April  1413 

May  1271 

June  ...  ...  ...  1013 

July  1001 

August  ...  ...  ...  1249 

September  ...  ...  1538 

October  ...  ...  ...  1465 

November  ...  ...  1346 

December  ...  ...  1431 


Total 


17094 


Total  of  Annual  Mew  Claims 

These  were  as  follows  since  1966. 

1969  - 17996 
1968  - 16521 


1967  - 16119 
1966  - 15225 
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C.  EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS 

Population  - Estimated  mid-year  24,390  (24,540  in  1969). 


Live  Births: 

M.  F. 

Total 

1970  (1969) 

Total  

193  166 

359  (364) 

Legitimate  ... 

179  151 

330  (335) 

Illegitimate  ... 

14  15 

29  (29) 

Birth  Rate  ... 

14.7 

Comparability  Factor 

0.93 

Standardised  Birth  Rate  ... 

13.7 

Illegitimate  Live  Births 

(per  cent  of  total  live  births)  ... 

8.0% 

Still  Births: 

1 0 1 3 1 ...  ...  **• 

2 3 

5 (5) 

Legitimate  ... 

2 2 

4 (4) 

Illegitimate  ... 

0 1 

1 (D 

Rate  per  thousand  total  live  and 
still  births 

14.0 

Rate  per  thousand  estimated 
resident  population 

0.2 

Total  Live  and  still  Births: 

195  169 

364  (369) 

Deaths: 

All  Causes  ... 

152  134 

286  (280) 

Death  Rate  ... 

11.7 

Comparability  Factor 

1.30 

Standardised  Death  Rate  ... 

15.2 

Principal  Causes  of  Death 

% of  total 

M.  F.  Total 

Deaths 

Respiratory  Disease 

25  26  51  (45) 

17.9 

Cancer  (all  types) ... 

29  30  59  (57) 

20.7 

Heart  Disease 

57  42  99(92) 

33.0 

Vascular  disease  of  the  Nervous 
System 

13  15  28  (33) 

9.8 

Comparison  of  Vital  Statistics 

England  & Wales  Hebburn 

Standardised  Birth  Rate 

16.0 

13.7 

Infant  Mortality  ... 

17.0 

22.0 

Still  Birth  Rate  ... 

13.0 

14.0 

Standardised  Death  Rate 

11.7 

15.2 

15 


Infant  Mortality 

Total 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age: 

M. 

F. 

1970  (1969) 

Total  

5 

3 

8 (4) 

Legitimate 

5 

3 

8 (4) 

Illegitimate  ... 

0 

0 

0 (0) 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of 

age: 

All  infants  per  1 ,000  live  births  ... 
Legitimate  infant  deaths 

22.0 

per  1,000  legitimate  live  births... 
Illegitimate  infant  deaths 

24.0 

per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 

0 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  4 weeks  of  age: 

Total 

3 

2 

5 (2) 

Legitimate  ... 

3 

2 

5 (2) 

illegitimate  ... 

3 

2 

5 (2) 

Neo-nataS  Death  Rate 

(i.e.  Infant  Deaths  under  4 weeks  per  1,000  live  births) 

14.0 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 week  of  age: 

Total 

3 

2 

5 (2) 

Legitimate 

0 

0 

0 (0) 

Illegitimate  ... 

0 

0 

0 (0) 

Early  Neonatal  Death  Rate 

(i.e.  Infant  Deaths  under  1 week  per  1,000  live  births) 

14.0 


Perinatal  Death  Rate 

(i.e.  stillbirths  and  deaths  under  one  week  combined 
per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births) 

27.0 

Maternal  Mortality  (including  abortion): 

Rate  per  1,000  totailive  and  still  births  ...  ...  0 


Number  of  Deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Causes  of  infant  Deaths 

Prematurity  ...  ...  ...  1 

Infection  ...  ...  ...  2 

Congenital  Defects  ...  ...  4 

Accident  ...  ...  ...  1 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATHS  IN  HEBBURN,  1970 


Male 

Femaie 

Total 

% of 
Total 
Deaths 

Enteritis  and  other  diarrhoea! 
diseases 

1 

0 

1 

.4 

Malignant  neoplasm  - oesophagus 

1 

0 

1 

.4 

Malignant  neoplasm  - stomach  ... 

5 

4 

9 

3.2 

Malignant  neoplasm  - intestine  ... 

3 

7 

10 

3.5 

Malignant  neoplasm  - larynx 

1 

0 

1 

.4 

Malignant  neoplasm  - 
lung,  bronchus 

11 

2 

13 

4.6 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

0 

2 

2 

.7 

Malignant  neoplasm  - uterus 

0 

3 

3 

1.0 

Malignant  neoplasm  - prostate  ... 

1 

0 

1 

.4 

Leukaemia 

2 

0 

2 

.7 

Other  malignant  neoplasms 

5 

12 

17 

6.0 

Benign  and  unspecified  neoplasms 

0 

1 

1 

.3 

Other  Endocrine,  etc.,  Diseases  ... 

0 

1 

1 

.3 

Other  Diseases  of  Nervous  System 

1 

0 

1 

.3 

Chronic  Rheumatic  Heart  Disease 

0 

3 

3 

1.0 

Hypertensive  Disease 

6 

1 

7 

2.4 

Ischaemic  Heart  Disease  ... 

44 

20 

64 

22.4 

Other  forms  of  Heart  Disease 

7 

18 

25 

8.7 

Cerebrovascular  Disease  ... 

13 

15 

28 

9.8 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory 
System 

6 

1 

7 

2.4 

Influenza 

3 

4 

7 

2.4 

Pneumonia 

8 

8 

16 

5.6 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema 

13 

5 

18 

6.3 

Asthma 

0 

2 

2 

.7 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory 
System 

1 

7 

8 

2.8 

Peptic  Ulcer  ...  

1 

0 

1 

.4 

Intestinal  Obstruction  and  Hernia 

0 

2 

2 

.7 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  ... 

0 

1 

1 

.4 
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Male 

Female 

Total 

% of 
Total 
Deaths 

Other  Diseases  of  Digestive  System 

1 

3 

4 

1.4 

Other  Diseases,  Genito-Urinary 
System 

0 

2 

2 

.7 

Diseases  of  Musculo-Skeletal 
System 

0 

1 

1 

.4 

Congenital  Anomalies 

2 

2 

4 

1.4 

Other  Causes  of  Perinatal 

Mortality  

3 

0 

3 

1.0 

Symptons  and  ill-defined 
conditions 

3 

5 

8 

2.8 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  ... 

5 

2 

7 

2.4 

All  other  Accidents 

5 

0 

5 

1.7 

All  Causes:  1970 

152 

134 

286 

100 

1969 

142 

138 

280 

100 
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Vital 

Statistics  of 

Hebburn  for 

Previous 

Years 

Year. 

Population. 

Birth 

Rate. 

Death 

Rate. 

Infant 

Mortality 

Rate. 

1926 

26,190 

26.6 

11.8 

97 

1936 

22,939 

18.7 

13.3 

90.7 

1937 

22,700 

16.9 

12.7 

67.9 

1938 

22,950 

19.0 

11.7 

69.0 

1939 

23,490 

17.6 

12.0 

48.3 

1940 

21,770 

20.4 

14.3 

45.3 

1941 

22,200 

18.0 

15.5 

128.4 

1942 

21,950 

17.7 

13.1 

80 

1943 

21,760 

20.7 

13.7 

64 

1944 

22,290 

22.1 

13.8 

56 

1945 

22,250 

19.3 

11.5 

48 

1946 

22,780 

22.0 

12.8 

67.6 

1947 

22,750 

22.1 

12.3 

65.6 

1948 

22,990 

20.0 

10.8 

32.4 

1949 

23,050 

21.1 

10.6 

34.9 

1950 

22,990 

19.1 

11.5 

40.1 

1951 

23,140 

19.2 

11.7 

51.5 

1952 

23,100 

18.9 

10.9 

32.0 

1953 

23,440 

19.0 

10.7 

38.1 

1954 

23,480 

19.8 

10.2 

38.6 

1955 

23,570 

20.9 

10.2 

38.5 

1956 

23,720 

21.5 

11.2 

27.5 

1957 

23,880 

23.4 

11.9 

48.4 

1958 

23,970 

22.8 

10.6 

32.8 

1959 

24,170 

23.3 

11.6 

14.2 

1960 

24,290 

22.4 

10.5 

27.5 

1961 

24,980 

20.9 

10.1 

/ . / 

1962 

25,020 

19.9 

11.7 

36.1 

1963 

25,050 

20.1 

12.1 

21.8 

1964 

25,110 

21.3 

10.6 

28.0 

1965 

25,070 

20.9 

9.3 

22.9 

1966 

25,030 

18.1 

10.9 

24.3 

1967 

24,940 

18.0 

10.5 

20.1 

1968 

24,730 

15.1 

9.5 

24.0 

1969 

24,540 

14.8 

11.4 

11.0 

1970 

24,390 

14.7 

11.7 

22.0 
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SECTION  B 

General  Provision  of  Health  Services  in  the  Area 


(A)  PUBLIC  HEALTH  SERVICES 

1.  [a]  Staff  of  Health  Department 

Medical  Officer  of  Health: 

G.  HAMILTON  WHALLEY, 

M.B.,  B.S.,  B.Hy.,  D.P.H.,  D.M.A.,  F.C.C.S. 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector: 

P.  MILNE,  Cert.  R.S.I.,  & S.I.B., 

Cert.  R.S.I.  Meat  inspection 

Additional  Public  Health  Inspectors: 

R.  CARVER,  Cert.  P.H.I.E.B.,  (Resigned  - October) , 
Dip.  R.S.H.  Meat  Inspection, 

Dip.  R.S.H.  Smoke  inspection 

P.  COLLINS,  Dip.  P.H.I.E.B., 

Dip.  R.H.H.  Smoke  Inspection 

Plprk- 

Mrs.  E.  WILSON 

Pupil  Public  Health  Inspector: 

M.  THOMPSON 

Technical  Assistant: 

G.  CLOUSTON 

Rodent  Operator: 

J.  T.  SMITH 

1.  [b]  County  Council  Staff 

Assistant  Medical  Officer: 

Dr.  L.  ROSS,  M.B.,  B.S. 

School  Dentist: 

J.  K.  CHRISTIE,  b.d.s. 

Dental  Receptionist: 

Mrs.  I.  BURDIS 

School  Nurse: 

Mrs.  N.  CARNEY 

Health  Visitors: 

Miss  M.  FALLON,  s.R.N.,  C.M.B.,  H.V. 

Mrs.  McMILLAN,  s.R.N.,  C.M.B.,  H.V. 

Mrs.  BLACK,  s.R.N.,  C.M.B.,  H.V. 
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District  Nurse: 

Mrs.  MARRON,  s.R.N.,  S.C.M. 

4 Hastinas  Parade.  Tel.  898756 

Midwives: 

Miss  L.  CHARLTON,  s.R.N.,  S.C.M. 

1 Wear  Road.  Tel.  832538 

Mrs.  M.  !.  STOKER,  s.R.N.,  S.C.M. 

6 Rhy  Parade.  Tel.  898618 

Home  Help  Organiser: 

Miss  M.  FUTERS 


2.  [a] 


Laboratory  Services 


Total 


Pos. 

Neg. 

1970 

1969 

Sputum  

.........  3 

0 

3 

5 

Faeces  

30 

121 

151 

226 

33 

121 

154 

231 

[b]  Anaiyst 

All  samples  of  food  requiring  analysis  are  sent  to  the  County 
Analyst  in  Durham. 


3.  NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  (AMENDMENT)  ACT,  1951 

Section  47  - Removal  to  Suitable  premises  of  Persons  in  Need  of 

Care  and  Attention 

It  was  not  necessary  for  the  Council  to  take  any  action  under 
this  section.  During  the  year  a number  of  cases  were  investigated 
by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and,  where  necessary,  admission 
to  Hospital  or  Hostel  was  arranged,  or  the  services  of  a home  help 
were  provided.  No  action  under  this  Section  has  been  taken  since 
1953. 

Section  50  - Burial  or  Cremation  ©f  Dead 

One  person  died  during  the  year  who  had  no  known  relatives 
and  bursal  had  to  be  effected  by  the  Council. 
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B.  LOCAL  HEALTH  AUTHORITY  SERVICES 

Under  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946,  Part  111,  the 
following  Personal  Health  Services  are  provided  by  Durham 
Country  Council  and  administered  through  No.  2 Area  Health  Sub- 
Committee  on  which  Hebburn  U.D.C.  is  represented  by  five 
members. 


CARE  OF  MOTHERS  AND  YOUNG  CHILDREN 

(Section  22) 

The  following  clinics  are  held  in  the  Argyle  Street  Clinic. 
Ante-Natal  Clinic 

Sessions:  each  Wednesday,  9.30-  12  noon. 

1 .30  - 4 p.m. 

The  number  of  expectant  mothers  who  attended  the  clinic  and 
the  number  of  visits  which  they  paid  were  as  follows: 


1970 

1969 

Numbers  of  mothers  attending... 

...  126 

237 

Attendances  made 

...  686 

1032 

Mothercraft  and  Relaxation  Classes 

Sessions  - Tuesday,  2.30  - 4 p.m. 

175  women  attended  in  1970. 

Post-Natal  Clinic 

Very  few  women  attend,  since  mothers  are  now  being  seen  by 
their  own  family  doctor  for  post-natal  care  and  advice,  but  those 
who  do  ask  may  be  advised  by  attending  the  birth  control  clinic. 

Birth  Control  Clinic 

Sessions  - Tuesday,  2.30  - 4 p.m. 

Thic  clinic  is  taken  by  Dr.  L.  Ross,  an  Assistant  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  and  is  assisted  by  a nurse  who  with  her 
colleagues  helps  to  make  known  the  existence  of  this  facility  in 
the  daily  round  of  duty.  Advice  is  the  essential  element  of  inter- 
views when  explanations  are  also  given.  Some  women  prefer  to 
consult  their  own  doctor. 

The  Family  Planning  Association  operates  no  clinics  in 
Boidon  or  Felling  but  does  hold  them  at  Jarrow. 
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Child  Welfare 

Sessions  - Tuesdays  - 9.30  to  noon; 

Fridays  - 1 .30  to  4 p.m.,  at  which  prophylactics 
(Immunisation)  are  given  and  Hearing  Tests 
are  carried  out,  each  on  alternate  weeks. 

The  following  table  shows  the  increased  number  of  infants 
and  toddlers  who  attended  the  Clinic,  and  the  number  of  atten- 
dances of  these  children  throughout  the  year.  The  average  num- 
ber of  these  attendances  of  5.85  per  child  in  1969  increased  to 
6.14  in  1970  or  the  equivalent  of  nearly  one  third  of  a visit  extra. 


Number  of  Children  Total  attendances 


Ages 

1970 

1969 

(+  or  -) 

1970 

1969 

( + or  - ) 

Under  1 year... 

147 

122 

+25 

2087 

1728 

+ 359 

1-2  years  ... 

172 

186 

-14 

761 

450 

+ 311 

2-5  years  ... 

186 

97 

+ 89 

255 

191 

+ 64 

Total  ... 

505 

405 

+ 100 

3103 

2369 

+ 734 

Cervical  Cytology  Screening  Service 

Full  particulars  are  given  on  page  27  under  the  heading  of 
‘Prevention  of  Illness,  Care  and  After  Care’. 


MIDWIFERY 

(Section  23) 

There  are  2 County  Midwives  in  Hebburn. 

During  the  year  they  attended  32  confinements  which 
represents  8.8  per  cent  of  all  registered  live  and  still  births  com- 
pared with  8.1%  in  1969. 


Booked 

1970  1969 

Not 

Booked 

Analgesia 

Gas  & Air  Pethedine 

Not  present  at  Delivery 

...  28 

29 

0 

15 

12 

Present  at  Delivery 

4 

1 

0 

3 

2 

Total  ... 

...  32 

30 

0 

18 

14 
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HEALTH  VISITING 

(Section  24) 

Three  Health  Visitors  serve  Hebburn,  but  figures,  separate 
from  those  for  the  County  as  a whole,  are  not  available  for  the 
visits  carried  out  which  cover  all  aspects  of  the  work  of  the 
County  Health  Services.  No  reference  to  this  section  has  been 
made  in  previous  reports. 

In  their  important  function  in  spreading  health  knowledge 
they  are  asisted  by  the  Health  Education  Officer  and  his  staff  in 
planning  regular  tonics  and  providing  demonstration  material  and 
aids.  Their  work  increases  in  schools,  child  welfare  clinics  and 
patients’  homes.  They  give  talks  to  a variety  of  groups  as  well  as 
advice  to  persons. 

They  also  work  closely  with  chest  physicians,  visiting  cases 
of  tuberculosis  in  their  own  homes  whilst  contacts  are  advised 
about  care  in  the  spread  of  the  infection.  They  also  do  Heaf 
testing  of  school  infants  following  up  positive  cases  and  visit  the 
aged  as  needed  and  assist  the  mental  welfare  officers  in  support 
for  the  mentally  subnormal  and  their  families. 
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HOME  NURSING 

(Section  25) 

Two  whole-time  nurses  were  employed  during  the  year. 


No.  of  cases 

Visits 

1970 

1969 

1970 

1969 

Medical 

178 

205 

6307 

4953 

Surgical 

97 

103 

3442 

3273 

Tuberculosis 

2 

2 

96 

85 

Maternal  complications 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Others  ... 

0 

0 

722 

399 

277 

310 

10567 

8650 

These  figures  show  an  appreciable  increase  of  1,917  over 
the  number  of  visits  made  in  1969  which  were  8,650. 

Nursing  equipment  is  referred  to  under  item  B under  Section 
28  on  page  27. 
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VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION. 

(Section  26) 

The  following  tables  give  the  numbers  of  children  vaccinated  and 
immunised  at  the  Clinic  and  by  General  Practitioners  in  the  district:  — 

VACCINATION  AGAINST  SMALLPOX. 


Vaccination. 

Re-vaccination. 

Under 

1 year 

1-4 

5-16 

Total 

1-15 

Total 

(9) 

o 

CO 

(7) 

(146) 

(3) 

(3) 

4 

134 

6 

144 

7 

7 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 


Primary  Immunisations. 

Re-inforcing  injections. 

Under 
1 year 

1-4 

years 

5-16 

years 

Total 

1-4 

years 

5-16 

years 

Total 

(8) 

(229) 

(10) 

(247) 

(397) 

(2) 

(399) 

6 

310 

4 

320 

263 

1 

269 

WHOOPING  COUGH  IMMUNISATION. 
(Given  either  singly  or  in  combination) 


Primary  Immunisations. 

Re-infor 

cing  injections. 

Linder 
1 year 

1-4 

years 

5-16 

years 

Total 

1-4 

years 

5-16 

years 

Total 

(6) 

(154) 

(0) 

(160) 

(31) 

(0) 

(31) 

6 

205 

1 

212 

18 

0 

18 

TETANUS  IMMUNISATION 
(Given  with  Diphtheria  or  Diphtheria/ Whooping  Cough) 


Primary  Immunisation 

i 

Re-inforcing  injections. 

Under 
1 year 

1-4 

years 

5-16 

years 

Total 

1-4 

years 

5-16 

years 

J 

Total 

(8) 

(229) 

da 

(248) 

(391) 

(2) 

(393) 

6 

310 

7 

323 

269 

3 

272 

Mote:  numbers  in  brackets  refer  to  1969  totals. 
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The  following  tables  give  the  number  of  young  and  older 
children  vaccinated  and  immunized  at  schools  in  1970. 


INFANT  SCHOOLS 

DIPHTHERIA/TETANUS  and  POLIOMYELITIS  IMMUNISATION 


Primary  Dose 

Re-inforcing  Dose 

1970 

1969 

1970 

1969 

Diphtheria/Tetanus 

...  83 

82 

259 

200 

Diphtheria 

0 

0 

2 

4 

Tetanus 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Poliomyelitis 

...  79 

68 

273 

227 

MEASLES  VACCINATION  - (4-7  year  olds) 
Number  vaccinated  - 209 


SENIOR  SCHOOLS 

B.C.G.  VACCINATION  AGAINST  TUBERCULOSIS 
(Spring  and  Autumn  Terms) 

This  protection  was  offered  to  senior  pupils  aged  11  years 
and  older  in  certain  schools  in  the  Urban  District  and  carried  out 
by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  (Such  is  also  routinely  carried 
out  by  chest  physicians  at  their  clinics). 


The  following  table  summarizes  the  results: 


Total  No. 
in  Scheme 

Skin 

Tests 

No.  % 

Positive 

Reactors 

No.  % 

Negative  Reactors 
given  B.C.G. 

No.  % 

Absent  at 

Test  Reading 

No.  % 

960 

846  90.0 

78  8.3 

786  71.45 

82  8.5 

General  Practitioners  are  advised  of  all  the  results  and 
positive  reactors  were  referred  for  further  investigation. 

The  percentage  of  8.3%  given  in  the  above  table,  for  those 
giving  a positive  skin  reaction  on  test  may  be  compared  with  the 
figure  of  9.3%  for  the  county  as  a whole. 

RUBELLA  VACCINATION  (13  year  old  girls) 

Number  vaccinated  - 200 
(This  scheme  was  introduced  in  1970). 
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AMBULANCE  SERVICE 

(Section  27) 

The  Urban  District  is  served  by  the  Ambulance  Depot  at 
Ushaw  Road,  Hebburn. 

All  requests  for  ambulance  transport  should  be  made  to  the 
Headquarters  Control,  Telephone  4488. 

The  Hebburn  depot  serves  the  population  of  138,100  in  the 
Borough  of  Jarrow,  the  Urban  Districts  of  Felling,  Hebburn,  Boldon 
and  Washington. 

The  following  table  gives  a summary  of  the  year’s  work: 


Hebburn  Depot 


Journeys 

Persons  carried 
Stretcher  Sitting 

Total 

Mileage 

1970 

...  9177 

4332 

36496 

40828 

216702 

1969 

...  9254 

4678 

35019 

39697 

209867 

No. 

of  Ambulances 

...  11 

No. 

of  Drivers 

...  29 

Depot  Superintendent  1 


The  staff  are  vaccinated  each  year  against  smallpox. 
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PREVENTION  OF  ILLNESS,  CARE  AND  AFTER  CARE 

Section  28 

Cases  Discharged  from  Hospital 

vSick  cases  requiring  after  care  are  treated  by  the  Home 
Nurses  or  supervised  and  advised  by  the  Health  Visitors.  Sick 
room  equipment  such  as  urine  bottles,  bed  pans,  bed  rests,  air 
cushions,  mattresses  and  rubber  sheets  can  be  obtained  on  loan 
on  application  to  the  After  Care  Section,  County  Hall,  Durham. 

Nursing  Equipment 

Issues  of  material  from  stores  of  appliances  provided  by 
Durham  County  Council  are  made  on  the  recommendation  of  a 
doctor,  health  visitor,  district  nurse  or  medical  social  worker. 
Issued  items  of  equipment  includes  over  90  different  types.  These 
are  on  free  loan. 

B.G.G.  Vaccination  (Spring  and  Autumn  School  Terms) 

Apart  from  routine  vaccinations  carried  out  by  chest  physic- 
ians at  the  chest  clinics,  tuberculin  testing  and  vaccinations  of  all 
school  children  aged  11  years  and  older,  is  arranged  for  and 
carried  out  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  During  the  year,  9.3% 
were  found  to  be  tuberculin  positive  throughout  the  County  and 
the  statistics  relating  are  given  under  the  section  Vaccination  and 
immunisation  on  page  25. 

Cervical  Cytology  Screening  Service 

This  service  is  provided  by  the  County  Council  at  the  Child 
Welfare  Clinic  in  Argyle  Street,  Hebburn,  for  the  surrounding  area, 
which  includes  Jarrow.  Appointments  may  be  made  on  application 
to  the  County  Medical  Officer  at  County  Hall,  Durham.  Sessions 
are  held  from  7-9  p.m.  on  Thursdays,  as  bookings  justify.  Five 
year  repeat  tests  were  initiated  late  in  1970.  Attendances  at  the 
clinic  totalled  101  in  1970  and  129  in  1969,  and  these  continue 
again  to  be  disappointing  throughout  the  County,  considering  the 
importance  of  this  prophylactic  service. 

Health  Education 

The  importance  of  health  education  in  persuading  and  help- 
ing people  to  achieve  and  enjoy  positive  health,  and  to  prevent 
and  avoid  illness  and  accidents,  is  becoming  much  more  widely 
realised.  This  subject,  when  properly  planned  and  carried  out, 
is  now  beginning  to  receive  something  of  the  fuller  attention  which 
its  importance  deserves  and  which  has  taken  so  many  years  to 
begin  to  be  implemented  by  effective  actions.  Governmental, 
educational  and  many  varied  bodies,  and  employers,  can  play  their 
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increasing  part  to  add  to  and  facilitate  the  growing  efforts  of 
medical  and  other  personnel,  who,  in  their  daily  work  can  give  a 
positive  comment  and  advice  at  the  personal  level  and  in  talks. 

Since  no  special  emphasis  has  been  given  in  the  past  to 
Health  Education  in  Hebburn,  beyond  the  advice  given  by  staff  in 
the  exercise  of  their  duties,  and  the  issues  of  publicity  material  • 
received  for  display  and  distribution  from  the  Health  Department, 
County  Hall,  Durham,  if  was  felt  that  a beginning  should  be  made. 

Anti-Smoking  Campaign  held  in  October 

As  tobacco  smoking,  especially  of  cigarettes,  has  become 
the  largest  cause  of  preventable  illness  and  can  significantly  re- 
duce the  life  span  by  a matter  of  years,  an  ‘Anti-smoking’  campaign 
was  drawn  up.  With  Committee  approval  this  was  planned  as  far  as 
possible  with  the  considerable  assistance  of  the  Health  Education 
staff  at  the  Health  Department,  County  Hall,  Durham  to  cover  the 
United  District  of  Jarrow,  Hebburn,  Felling  and  Bolden  compris- 
ing a population  of  116,000,  so  as  to  enhance  the  impact  value  by 
operating  for  a week  in  each  area  during  October. 

The  Campaign  was  given  some  publicity  and  the  response  of 
the  public  to  attend  a ‘Five-Day  Plan’  anti-smoking  course,  was 
met  by  the  following  arrangements: 

Adults 

(1 ) The  course  was  held  daily  in  one  week  from  12.30  - 2 p.m. 

In  the  large  industrial  factory  of  A.  Reyrolle  and  Co.  Ltd., 
at  Hebburn,  for  which  51  employees  enrolled  with  47 
completing  the  course.  It  was  learnt  that  some  attenders 
had  passed  the  method  of  prevention  taught  on  to  others 
who  had  also  been  able  to  stop  smoking;  and  in  one 
case,  25  workmen,  impressed  by  the  success  of  one  of 
their  colleagues  on  the  course,  all  stopped  smoking  when 
he  explained  the  routine  which  he  had  been  taught.  This 
was  the  only  factory  where  there  was  a sufficient  res- 
ponse to  justify  such  a course. 

(2)  An  evening  course  was  held  in  another  week  at  the  Civic 
Hal!,  Jarrow  for  the  45  adults  throughout  the  United 
District  who  wished  to  attend,  of  whom  33  maintained 
their  interest  throughout. 

it  was  judged  from  a final  meeting  of  course  members 
held  two  weeks  later  that  the  results  were  an  unqualified 
success,  and  of  80  questionnaires  issued,  40  returned 
indicated  that  31  persons  had  been  able  to  give  up 
smoking. 
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Children 

Arrangements  to  cater  for  school  children  were  as  follows: 

(1)  An  hourly  mid-morning  showing  of  cine  films  and  a 
‘Smoking  Susie’  model  was  planned  to  cover  five  junior 
schools  for  a week  in  each  local  authority  area.  These 
were  clearly  much  enjoyed  and  appeared  to  be  very 
effective. 

(2)  Only  13  schools  could  be  visited  instead  of  20  as  planned, 
as  2 schools  were  closed  in  Hebburn  owing  to  the  strike 
of  local  government  manual  workers  which  unfortunately 
also  closed  the  schools  for  the  week  chosen  for  Jarrow. 

Because  of  the  considerable  experience  gained  and  the 
results  achieved,  the  County  Medical  Officer  planned  for  similar 
campaigns  to  be  held  throughout  the  County  Area. 

Prevention  of  Home  Accidents 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  a co-opted  member  of  the 
Northumberland  and  Durham  area  Home  Safety  Council  which 
operates  under  the  aegis  of  Ro.S.P.A.  and  meets  quarterly  at 
different  venues  in  both  counties. 

Prevention  of  Drowning  Accidents 

The  area  of  Jarrow  was  reviewed  just  before  the  long  summer 
holidays  began,  but  no  obvious  risk  was  observed  where  land 
surface  water  could  be  a hazard,  particularly  to  young  children. 

Firework  Hazards 

A long  report  to  the  Health  Committee  based  on  accident 
figures  from  five  hospitals  in  the  area  (which  reported  a marked 
fall  in  the  number  of  firework  casualties  treated  compared  with  the 
previous  year)  caused  concern  to  be  expressed  that  fireworks 
(and  matches)  were  still  being  sold  to  very  young  children,  and 
children  under  the  permitted  apparent  age  of  13  years.  Happily 
there  were  fewer  accidents  from  fireworks  and  bonfires  which 
seemed  no  fewer  than  in  1969.  This  ‘5th’  was  considered  to  have 
been  fairly  quiet. 

Leaflets  giving  advice  on  the  storage  and  sale  of  fireworks 
were  issued  by  the  Department  to  retail  shopkeepers,  as  requested 
by  the  Home  Office. 
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Admissions  of  Aged  Persons  to  Hospital 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  was  able  to  effect  the  urgent 
admission  to  hospital  in  a number  of  instances,  of  cases  brought 
to  his  notice  or  to  expedite  the  admission  of  others,  doing  so  in 
full  liaison  with  the  family  doctors.  The  future  admission  of  less 
urgent  cases  was  discussed  on  quite  a few  occasions  with 
hospital  medical  staff  who  in  some  instances  paid  a home  visit  in 
consequence  in  order  to  help  to  decide  on  the  degree  of  priority 
in  view  of  the  pressure  of  need  for  hospital  beds. 

Problem  Family  Case  Conferences 

Quarterly  meetings  continued  to  be  arranged  by  County  Hall, 
Durham  during  1970  at  which  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  acted 
as  Chairman.  These  meetings,  dealing  with  continuing  problem 
cases  or  exceptional  ones,  enabled  discussion  in  depth  between 
the  health  visitors,  social  workers,  representatives  from  the  pro- 
bation services,  the  police,  the  N.S.P.C.C.,  and  the  Domestic  Help 
Department. 


DOMESTIC  HELP  SERVICE 


(Section  29) 

1970  1969 

Number  of  home  helps  employed  during  the  year  ...  76  72 

Number  of  cases  attended  at  1st  January,  1970  ...  169  151 

Number  of  new  cases  provided  with  home  helps  ...  49  44 


Number  of  cases  attended  as  at  31st  December,  1970: 
Types  of  cases: 

Maternity  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Old  Age  Pensioners...  ...  ...  ...  214 

Sickness  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 


0 

192 

3 

0 


Total  ...  218 


195 
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C.  HOSPITAL  SERVICES 

The  local  hospital  services  are  administered  by  the  South 
Shields  District  Hospital  Management  Committee  on  behalf  of  the 
Newcastle  Regional  Hospital  Board.  The  following  hospitals  serve 
this  area: 


Hospital. 

Type. 

No.  of 

Beds. 

Departments. 

Ellison  Hall  Infy., 
Hebburn. 

General. 

16 

- 

Geriatrics. 

Hebburn  Hospital, 
Hebburn. 

Chronic  & 
Long  Term 
Sick. 

24 

Chronic  Sick. 

Palmer  Memorial, 

J arrow. 

General. 

30 

General  Surgery. 

Dermatology. 

Casualty. 

Primrose  Hill, 

J arrow. 

Chronic  & 
Long  Term 
Sick. 

24 

Geriatrics. 

1 danesfield, 

Jarrow. 

Maternity. 

23 

Obstetrics. 

All  Clinics  are  held  at  the  Diagnostic  Centre,  General 
Hospital,  South  Shields,  except  the  Clinic  at  Danesfield. 

Infectious  Diseases  cases  are  admitted  to  Sheriff  Hill 
Hospital,  Gateshead,  and  Walkergate  Hospital,  Newcastle,  and 
other  extensive  hospital  facilities  are  available  in  South  Shields 
and  Newcastle. 

. . j 

CHEST  CLINIC 

TheClinic  is  at  the  Diagnostic  Centre,  South  Shields. 

Times  of  Clinics: 

Dr.  P.  M.  Rooze  - 

Monday:  9.30  a.m.  and  2 p.m.  (Men). 

Wednesday:  9.30  a.m.  and  2 p.m.  (Women). 

Dr.  W.  Rozner  - 

Monday:  9.30  a.m.  (Men). 

Tuesday:  9.30  a.m.  (Asthma). 

2 p.m.  (Children  and  Contacts). 

Wednesday:  2 p.m.  (Women). 

Friday:  2 p.m.  (Children  and  Contacts). 
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VENEREAL  DISEASES  CLINICS 

The  clinics  at  South  Shields,  Newcastle  and  Sunderland 
serve  this  area.  The  time  of  attendances  are  as  follows: 


South  Shields  General  Hospital,  Clinic  ‘D’ 

Diagnostic  Centre 

Males  and  Females 

Monday  5.00  p.m.  - 6.30  p.m.  Thursday  5.00  p.m.  - 6.30  p.m. 

Wednesday  9.30  a. m.  - 12.30  p.m.  Friday  1 0.00  a. m.  - 12.30  p.m. 

Newcastle  General  Hospital  - Ward  34 

Males  and  Females 

Monday  to  Friday  9.00  a.m.  - 12  noon  Saturday  9.00  a.m.  - 12  noon 

2.00  p.m.  - 6.30  p.m. 


Sunderland  General  Hospital  - Ward  17 


Males 

Monday  9.30  a.m.  - 1 1 .00  a.m. 

6.00  p.m.  - 7.00  p.m. 

Tuesday  9.30  a.m.  - 11.00  a.m. 

Wednesday  6.00p.m.  - 7.00  p.m. 

Thursday  11.00  a.m.  - 12  noon 

Friday  5.00  p.m.  - 6.30  p.m. 

Saturday  1 0.00  a.m.  - 1 1 .00  a.m. 


Females 

Monday  11.00  a.m.  - 12  noon 

Tuesday  11.00  a.m.  - 12  noon 

Wednesday  4 p.m.  - 6.30  p.m. 

Thursday  9.30  a.m.  - 11.00  a.m. 

Friday  2.00  p.m.  - 4.00  p.m. 


The  following  number  of  patients  from  the  Hebburn  District 
were  treated  at  the  Newcastle,  South  Shields  and  Sunderland 
Clinics  in  1970. 


Syphilis 

M.  F. 

Gonorrhoea 

M.  F. 

Non-Venereal 
M.  F. 

Newcastle  ... 

..  0 

0 

3 

0 

7 

0 

South  Shields 

..  0 

0 

0 

0 

16 

5 

Sunderland 

..  0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

1970  . 

..  0 

0 

3 

0 

25 

5 

1969  . 

..  0 

0 

4 

2 

29 

10 
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MASS  X-RAY 

This  static  unit  stationed  near  the  Queen’s  Head  Hotel, 
Monkton  Road,  Jarrow,  operates  every  Thursday  from  1.30  p.m.  - 
4.30  p.m.  and  from  5.30  p.m.  - 7 p.m.,  and  is  of  great  assistance 
in  screening  the  population  in  surrounding  districts. 

The  table  below  shows  the  number  of  persons  who  attend  for 
x-rays  during  1970.  The  totals  for  1969  are  shown  in  brackets. 


Attendances  Chest  Clinic 
Total  Referred  to 

Supervision 

Requiring 

Notified 

No. 

Doctors  Patients  ... 

672 

65 

4 

0 

Contacts 

51 

1 

1 

0 

General  Public  ... 

1602 

63 

3 

3 

School  Children: 
Mantoux  positive 

45 

1 

0 

1 

Industry 

81 

2 

0 

0 

Totals  ... 

2451 

(2483)  132  (128) 

8 (8) 

4 (5) 

BLOOD  TRANSFUSION 

The  Northern  Counties  are  served  by  this  unit  of  the  National 
Blood  Transfusion  Service  stationed  in  Newcastle  upon  Tyne,  and 
sessions  for  donating  blood  are  arranged  at  regular  intervals. 

The  following  details  of  donor  panels  and  sessions  held  in 
Hebburn  during  the  year,  have  been  kindly  supplied  by  Mr.  J.  M. 
D.  D.  Evans,  the  Regional  District  Organiser.  A total  of  2,068 
donors  attended. 

Those  who  attended  sessions  are  carefully  screened  by  the 
staff  as  being  suitable  to  be  donors.  The  sessions  were  arranged 
as  follows  with  excellent  support  from  Industrial  firms. 
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PUBLIC  SESSIONS 

The  1969  figures  (shown  in  brackets)  indicate  a 25%  increase 
in  1970,  which  is  gratifying  in  view  of  the  ever  increasing  demand 
for  blood  for  treatment. 


15th  January  ... 

119 

(113) 

19th  February 

89 

(73) 

21st  May 

70 

(57) 

2nd  July  

114 

(125) 

13th  August  ... 

67 

(55) 

29th  October  ... 

64 

(79) 

24th  December 

105 

(0) 

628 

(502) 

No.  of  new  doners  bled 

37 

Panel  strength  at  31/12/70  ... 

• • • 

400 

SESSIONS  IN  INDUSTRY 


Date  of 

Donors 

Donors 

strength  at 

No.  of 

No.  of 

Donor  Panel 

Name  of  Firm 

sessions 

attending 

bled 

31/12/70 

Baker  Perkins  Ltd 

5/3/70 

90 

13 

10/11/70 

100 

4 

133 

The  Bushing  Co.  Ltd. 

23/6/70 

62 

1 

109 

Pyrotenax  Limited  ... 

24/4/70 

112 

5 

23/10/70 

134 

7 

189 

A.  Reyrolle  & Co.  Ltd. 

13/1/70 

280 

19 

19/1/70 

173 

0 

20/1/70 

0 

16 

17/8/70 

304 

0 

18/8/70 

0 

31 

24/8/70 

185 

0 

25/8/70 

0 

32 

820 

Totals  ... 

1440 

128 

1251 
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D.  EXECUTIVE  COUNCIL 

Nine  General  Practitioners  serve  the  Urban  District  from  their 
surgeries  in  the  town.  A number  of  Jarrow  Doctors  have  patients 
in  Hebburn  Urban  District. 


Dr.  J.  N.  Swainston 
Dr.  E.  M.  Norman 
Dr.  P.  L.  Norman 

Dr.  J.  H.  Phillips 
Dr.  S.  C.  Kar 

Dr.  N.  J.  Allan 
Dr.  T.  D.  Kinnis 
Dr.  B.  Comaish 

Dr.  J.  Hardy 


Tel.  832125 


Tel.  832133 


Tel.  832106 

Tel.  832593 
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E.  OTHER  LOCAL  HEALTH  AUTHORITY  SERVICES 

(1 ) Distribution  of  Welfare  Foods 

National  Dried  Milk;  Proprietory  foods. 

Cod  Liver  Oil;  Orange  Juice; 

Vitamin  Tablets; 

Issuing  Sessions: 

Child  Welfare  Centre,  Argyle  Street,  Hebburn. 

Tuesday  - all  day  (9.30  to  12  noon,  1.30  to  3.30  p.m.) 
Friday  - al!  day  (9.30  to  12  noon,  1.30  to  3.30  p.m.) 

St.  John’s  Church  Hall,  Hebburn. 

Tuesday  afternoon. 


(2)  Mental  Health  Act,  1959 

Mentally  Sub-normal 

1970 

1969 

1.  Under  Supervision 

85 

80 

2.  In  hospital 

26 

29 

Ill  109 


Mentally  III 

Formal  and  informal  admissions 
arranged  by  Mental  Welfare 

Officers 

52 

47 

Children  notified  during  the  year  as 

1.  Ineducable 

2 

5 

2.  Requiring  supervision  after  leaving 
school  ...  ...  ...  ... 

1 

1 

3 


6 
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(3)  Meals  on  Wheels  and  Luncheon  Clubs 

Particulars  of  a Meals  on  Wheels  and  Luncheon  Club  services 
which  began  in  Hebburn  in  1964,  are  given  below.  The 
services  are  run  by  the  Hebburn  Old  Peoples’  Welfare  Com- 
mittee of  which  Alderman  Mrs.  A.  Davies,  J.P.,  M.B.E.,  is  the 
Chairman  and  Mrs.  E.  Hudson  is  the  Secretary. 


The  statistics  of  issue  and  supply  for  the  year  1970  are  as 
follows: 


Type  of 
Service 

No.  of 
Meals 
served 
weekly 

Day  of 
Issue 

Charge 

Financed 

by 

Total 

Meals 

Supplied 

Meals  on 
Wheels 
(served  in 
the  home 
around 
noon) 

Approx. 

122 

Monday 

to 

Thursday 
(4  days) 

1/- 

Durham 

County 

Council 

and 

Hebburn 

U.D.C. 

6,368 

Luncheon 

Clubs 

(noon) 

Approx. 

37 

Wed. 

and 

Thursday 

1/- 

By 

charge 

made 

1,919 

The  Luncheon  Clubs  are  operated: 

(i)  On  Thursdays  at  St.  James  R.C.  Church  Hall  where  a 
social  meeting  follows  sometimes  with  a speaker  or  an 
entertainment;  and 

(ii)  On  Wednesdays  at  St.  Oswalds  C.E.  Church  Hall. 

A.  Reyrolie  & Co.  Ltd.  in  Hebburn  prepare  and  put  up  all 
the  meals  which  are  collected  by  voluntary  workers  and 
delivered  in  one  vehicle.  The  meal  gives  two  courses, 
properly  balanced  dietetically,  and  is  produced  for  the 
small  charge  of  1/-.  This  is  a very  generous  and  helpful 
action  by  this  large  firm  whose  Welfare  Officer,  Mr.  Jim 
Rowell  has  interested  himself  in  their  production  and 
issue. 

The  Meals  provided  during  the  year  totalled  8,287,  which 
represents  an  average  of  159  meals  weekly. 
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(4)  Chiropody  Services 

The  County  Council  initiated  a scheme  in  1963,  designed  to 
provide  a free  service  for  pensioners  and  finance  clinics  run  by 
voluntary  organisations,  the  equipment  being  loaned  free.  The 
shortage  of  registered  chiropodists  affects  the  number  of  persons 
who  can  be  treated  and  also  the  frequency  of  treatments  which 
patients  may  receive. 

In  1970,  361  old  people  attended  at  the  Hebburn  Child  Welfare 
Clinic  premises  where  1,152  treatments  were  given  by  Mr.  G. 
Downs,  S.R.Ch.,  the  chiropodist  at  155  sessions.  The  sessions  are 
run  by  the  Hebburn  Old  People’s  Welfare  Committee,  whose  sec- 
retary is  Mrs.  E.  Hudson.  Volunteers  bring  to  the  clinic,  without 
charge  for  the  use  of  their  car,  aged  and  house-bound  persons 
who  have  an  urgent  need  for  chiropody. 

It  receives  a grant  from  Durham  County  Council  and  the 
sessions  are  held  as  follows: 


Tuesday  Evenings:  4.30  - 5.30  p.m. 
Wednesday  Evenings:  5-6  p.m. 
Thursday  Afternoons:  12  noon  - 1 p.m. 


Attendances  and  treatments  have  been  as  follows: 


1970 

1969 

1968 


No.  of  Persons 
Attended 

361 

358 

439 


No.  of 
treatments 

1152 

931 

1375 
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SECTION  C 

Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  on  the 
Prevalence  and  Control  of  Infectious  and 

Other  Diseases 


The  number  of  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  during 
1970  was  253  compared  with  44  during  the  previous  year.  It  is 
pleasing  to  be  able  to  record  yet  another  year  with  a complete 
absence  of  Poliomyelitis,  the  last  case  of  which  was  notified  in 
1958. 

MEASLES 

There  were  299  cases  compared  with  9 during  the  previous 
year.  The  majority  of  the  cases  occurred  in  the  first  half  of  the 
year.  The  differing  totals  for  the  two  years  shows  the  usual 
‘typical’  biennial  epidemic  pattern.  Immunisation  in  schools  was 
introduced  into  infant  schools  in  1968. 

SCARLET  FEVER 

There  were  again  no  cases  of  this  disease  notified  during  the 
year.  This  disease  tends,  when  is  occurs,  to  be  of  such  a mild 
nature  that  it  may  well  pass  almost  unrecognised  and  without 
receiving,  or  indeed  requiring,  medical  attention. 

WHOOPING  COUGH 

The  incidence  of  this  disease  continued  at  a satisfactory  low 
level  with  5 cases  notified  during  the  year  and  three  the  previous 
year.  There  can  be  no  doubt  of  the  value  of  immunisation  which 
is  offered  both  by  local  general  practitioners  and  also  at  the  local 
Health  Authority  clinic. 

DYSENTERY 

There  were  no  cases  notified  compared  with  three  the  prev- 
ious year.  There  is  no  doubt  quite  a large  dormant  infection  among 
the  population  which  may  break  out  at  any  time.  Personal  hygiene 
must  therefore  be  our  watch-word. 

FOOD  POISONING 

There  were  9 cases  of  Food  Poisoning  notified  during  the 
year.  ! must  still  impress  on  the  public  the  necessity  for  strict 
personal  hygiene,  and  on  the  food  handlers,  in  particular,  that 
constant  guard  against  contamination  of  edible  articles  must  be 
maintained. 
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FOOD  POISONING  OUTBREAK 

A party  of  50  persons  on  a coach  tour,  organised  in  Hebburn 
left  on  25th  July  and  returned  from  Italy  on  the  6th  August.  Whilst 
away  and  during  their  return,  many  became  ill  in  varying  degrees 
and  nine  were  admitted  to  a London  hospital. 

The  first  intimation  to  the  Hebburn  Health  Department  came 
on  a Friday  afternoon  (7th  August)  when  the  situation  was  quickly 
considered,  and  the  scope  of  action  required  reported  at  once  to 
the  Chairman  of  the  Health  Committee  and  the  Deputy  Clerk.  The 
facts  and  needs  of  the  situation  were  also  explained  to  the  Press. 

Immediate  steps  were  taken,  that  evening  and  the  following 
morning  to  visit  all  addresses  to  assess  the  degree  of  illness,  to 
advise  on  this  and  the  prevention  of  its  spread  and  the  need  to 
call  in  their  own  doctors,as  well  as  to  enquire  into  any  employ- 
ment in  the  handling  of  food  and  drink  and  to  initiate  the  collec- 
tion of  stool  samples  for  testing,  from  all  members  of  this  party, 
with  or  without  symptoms. 

Close  liaison  was  maintained  throughout  with  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory  at  Newcastle  upon  Tyne,  the  local  hospital,  the 
family  doctors  (by  keeping  them  informed  as  to  patients),  as  well 
as  with  various  local  authorities,  as  part  of  the  follow  up  check  on 
aU  the  members  of  the  coach  party. 

The  causative  organism  was  identified  as  Salmonella 
typhi-murium  of  phage  type  U.  157  and  the  infection  was  almost 
certainly  derived  from  a source  in  Italy.  It  was  found  in  the  stools 
of  27  persons  (8  asymptomatic)  out  of  64  tested,  which  included 
25  direct  contacts  these  latter  all  giving  negative  results. 

The  Department  of  Health  and  Social  Services  and  the  County 
Medical  Officer  were  informed.  No  secondary  case  was  known  to 
have  developed  since  the  party  reached  Hebburn  nor  at  any  point 
where  the  party  halted  in  England. 

INFECTIVE  JAUNDICE 

Only  five  cases  were  reported  over  the  year.  This  infectious 
disease  is  tending  to  become  more  frequent.  Notification  aids  the 
control  which  helps  to  prevent  its  spread. 

INFLUENZA 

A number  of  staff  were  protected  by  vaccine. 

POLIOMYELITIS 

Once  again,  there  were  no  cases  of  this  disease  notified 
during  the  year,  although,  in  the  absence  of  cases,  and  there 
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continues  to  be  apathy  amongst  adults  with  regard  to  immunisa- 
tion, the  proportion  of  children  vaccinated  is  fairly  satisfactory, 
and  was  further  improved  with  the  advent  of  ora!  vaccine  which  is 
so  simply  administered.  The  last  case  was  notified  in  1958. 

TUBERCULOSIS 

The  incidence  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  showed  an 
increase  with  7 cases  notified  during  1970  compared  with  4 the 
previous  year.  There  were  no  deaths.  Statistics  are  given  after  the 
following  observations. 

The  character  and  incidence  of  tuberculosis  has  been  chang- 
ing over  the  years  and  still  is,  but  the  extent  of  the  disease  in  the 
past  is  now  reduced  to  the  odd  cases  occurring  or  small  outbreaks 
which  are  localized;  and  the  death  rate  (per  1,000  persons  living) 
which  was  0.04  for  England  and  Wales  in  1966  has  now  been 
halved. 

The  introduction  and  acceptance  of  immunisation  with 
‘B.C.G.’  vaccine  now  exerts  a very  important  part  in  the  continu- 
ing prevention  and  control  of  the  disease  and  it  is  hoped  that 
increasingly  parents  will  allow  their  children  to  be  given  this 
protection. 

Amongst  the  many  children  skin  tested  at  schools  throughout 
the  County  in  1970,  1.44%  were  found  to  be  tuberculin  positive. 
Such  are  then  referred  for  further  investigations. 

The  wider  use  of  ‘B.C.G.’,  assisted  by  modern  treatment  of 
cases  when  they  are  identified,  will  help  towards  virtually  stamp- 
ing out  a disease  which  has  caused  so  much  havoc  and  suffering 
in  the  past. 

However,  one  difficulty  occurring  not  too  infrequently  in 
treatment,  arises  when  a patient  who,  for  whatever  reason,  forgets 
or  cannot  be  relied  upon  to  take  his  treatment,  since  this  may 
allow  or  can  lead  to  his  infecting  others  (including  members  of 
his  family)  and  even  extending  his  own  disease  or  perhaps 
becoming  ‘drug  resistant’. 

MOBILE  MASS  X-RAY  UMIT 

Reference  is  made  under  Section  E on  page  33. 
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TUBERCULOSIS,  1970 


New 

Cases 

1 

Deaths 

Age 

Non- 

Non- 

Periods 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

M.  F. 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

M. 

F. 

Under  1 

_ 

— 

1 to  5 

1 1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 to  15 



— 

— 

i 

— 

16  to  25 

— 1 

— 

— 

— — 

— 

— 

26  to  35 

1 — 
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1 

— — 

36  to  45 

2 ! — 

— 

— 

— — 

— 

— 

46  to  55 

— 1 

— 

— 

— . ! — 

— 

— 

56  to  64 

— — 

— 

— ' — 

— 

65  and 

Over 

TOTAL 

i 3 

— 

1 

- — 

— 

The  table  below  shows  the  incidence  of  new  cases  and  deaths 
from  tuberculosis  over  the  last  22  years. 


Year. 

Population 

Respiratory 

All  Types 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

1949 

23,050 

51 

17 

55 

18 

1950 

22,990 

45 

15 

50 

15 

1951 

23,140 

39 

14 

46 

16 

1952 

23,100 

52 

9 

58 

11 

1953 

23,440 

55 

6 

60 

6 

1954 

23,480 

45 

4 

47 

4 

1955 

23,570 

38 

3 

42 

4 

1956 

23,720 

46 

2 

52 

2 

1957 

23,880 

45 

2 

52 

2 

1958 

23,970 

39 

2 

46 

3 

1959 

24,170 

37 

3 

38 

3 

I960 

24,290 

31 

2 

34 

2 

1961 

24,980 

30 

3 

32 

3 

1962 

25,020 

27 

4 

31 

5 

1963 

25,050 

23 

1 

26 

1 

1964 

25,110 

13 

1 

16 

1 

1965 

25,070 

18 

3 

20 

3 

1966 

25,030 

13 

2 

14 

2 

1967 

24,940 

12 

— 

14 

— 

1968 

24,730 

7 

1 

9 

1 

1969 

24,540 

4 

— 

6 

— 

1970 

24,390 

7 

— 

8 

— 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  - CASES  NOTIFIED  DURING  1970 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES:  Age  Incidence,  Wards,  Hospital  Treatment 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE 
CHiEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 

1970 

Public  Health  Department, 

Council  Offices, 

Civic  Centre,  Hebburn. 

Telephone:  Hebburn  832361 

in  presenting  the  report  for  1970  upon  the  work  of  the  Public 
Health  Department,  the  opportunity  has  been  taken  to  comment 
on  tie  progress  made  in  Hebburn  over  the  past  70  years  or  so, 
ana  to  compare  Public  Health  and  Social  Conditions  around  the 
turn  of  the  century  with  what  they  are  to-day. 

Since  the  end  of  the  1939-45  war  Hebburn  has  been  a town  in 
transition  as  the  relics  of  the  19th  century  have  been  steadily  re- 
placed by  modern,  labour-saving  homes,  attractive  shops  and 
offices,  and  better  working  conditions.  During  the  past  20  years 
the  Council  has  pursued  an  energetic  policy  in  housing  and  smoke 
control  and  by  1971  the  remaining  part  of  its  slum  clearance 
programme  should  be  completed.  The  smoke  control  programme 
should  also  be  well  on  the  way  to  completion  unless  further  pro- 
gress is  hindered  by  fuel  supply  difficulties. 

During  the  year  under  review,  slum  clearance  has  continued 
with  unabated  vigour.  The  Housing  Act,  1969  has  resulted  in  a 
growing  interest  by  both  owner-occupiers  and  landlords  in  house 
improvement,  and  this  is  reflected  in  a substantial  rise  in  the 
number  of  enquiries  and  applications  for  improvement  grants.  In 
the  field  of  smoke  control,  1970  has  to  a large  extent,  been  a year 
or  marking  time  due  to  setbacks  in  the  supply  of  solid  smokeless 
fuel.  Nevertheless,  survey  work  in  connection  with  future  smoke 
control  areas  has  continued,  and  one  smoke  control  order  was 
confirmed  during  the  year. 

The  student  public  health  inspector  Mr.  P.  Collins  passed  his 
qualifying  examination  and  was  appointed  inspector.  Shortly 
afterwards  Mr.  R.  Carver  resigned  to  take  up  another  appointment, 
Mr.  M.  Thompson  commenced  duties  as  the  new  student,  so  that 
at  the  end  of  the  year  the  staffing  position  was  the  same  as  in  1969. 
Despite  these  changes  I must  pay  tribute  to  the  manner  in  which 
ali  the  staff  tackled  the  many  and  varied  problems  which  arose 
during  the  year. 

I must  express  my  thanks  to  other  offiecrs  of  the  Council  for 
their  co-operation  in  matters  of  mutual  interest. 

P.  MILNE, 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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SECTION  D 

Public  Health  Acts,  1936  - 1961 


NUISANCES 

535  visits  were  made  in  connection  with  various  public  health 
nuisances,  an  increase  over  the  previous  year. 


WATER  SUPPLY 

The  public  water  supply,  provided  by  the  Sunderland  and 
South  Shields  Water  Company  continued  to  be  of  a satisfactory 
quality  and  appearance,  and  no  serious  complaints  were  received. 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  situation  regarding 
fluoridation  since  last  reported  upon  in  1961. 

The  plumbo-solvency  of  the  public  water  suoply  is  satisfactory 
with  a typical  lead  content  of  less  than  0.02  mg./l . which  is  con- 
siderably below  the  recognised  limits. 

With  the  commencement  of  improvement  schemes  in  the 
Council’s  pre-war  housing  estates,  the  problem  of  discoloured  hot 
water  supplies  should  be  elimiated. 

Bacteriological  Examination  of  water  - Swimming  Bath  Water 

Nine  samples  of  water  were  taken  by  the  department  from  the 
main  poo!  and  learners  pool  at  the  Council’s  Swimming  Baths.  All 
samples  were  highly  satisfactory  with  no  coiiform  present  per 
100  ml.  an  indication  that  the  bath  water  is  being  maintained  to  a 
good  standard  under  all  conditions. 

PLACES  OF  PUBLIC  ENTERTAIN IV! ENT 

Only  one  cinema  is  now  operating  in  the  town  and  this  is 
mainly  for  the  playing  of  bingo. 

Most  entertainment  outside  the  home  is  now  provided  in 
licensed  clubs  and  several  community  centres,  all  of  which  are 
operated  in  a satisfactory  manner. 

NOISE  ABATEMENT 

Four  complaints  of  noise  were  received  and  dealt  with  as 
follows: 

(a)  Loading  of  vehicles  at  a steel  warehouse  during  the  night 
disturbing  residents  in  nearby  dwelling  houses.  The 
matter  was  satisfactorily  settled  after  representations 
were  made  to  the  firm  concerned. 
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(b)  Noise  coming  from  teenage  dances  in  a hall  adjoining 
dwelling  houses.  The  complaints  were  mainly  about 
young  people  stamping  their  feet  and  shouting  and 
screaming.  The  dance  organisers  were  warned  to  ensure 
that  the  functions  were  conducted  in  a quieter  manner, 
and  no  further  complaint  was  received. 

(c)  Noise  arising  from  the  use  of  a metal-cutting  saw  opera- 
ted in  the  open  air  near  to  dwelling  houses.  The  firm 
concerned  placed  the  machinery  in  a workshop  pending 
the  erection  of  new  factory  buildings. 

(d)  Use  of  a pneumatic  road  drill  not  fitted  with  a silencer.  A 
warning  was  given  in  this  instance. 

Noise  is  one  of  the  many  forms  of  present  day  pollution,  and 
the  public  are  undoubtedly  becoming  more  conscious  of  the 
damage  and  discomfort  which  noise  does  to  them,  and  are  more 
prepared  to  come  forward  and  complain  about  it. 

Regulations  governing  noise  levels  of  road  traffic  and  aircraft 
are  separately  administered,  and  the  Noise  Abatement  Act  only 
deals  with  noise  nuisance.  It  cannot  prevent  general  noise  levels 
from  increasing,  nevertheless  a steady  increase  is  taking  place, 
for  instance  on  our  roads  as  a result  of  an  increased  volume  of 
traffic  and  the  heavier  industrial  vehicles  which  are  now  operating. 
The  same  thing  is  happening  with  aircraft,  despite  assurances  that 
the  ‘whispering  giants’  of  supersonic  aircraft  will  be  quieter  than 
the  conventional  subsonic  variety. 

There  seems  to  be  a strong  case  for  strengthening  and  en- 
larging the  powers  of  local  authorities  to  deal  with  excessive 
noise. 

SANITATION  AND  BUILDINGS 

A variety  of  matters  are  dealt  with  under  this  heading,  viz: 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

The  whole  of  the  town  is  now  connected  to  the  water  carriage 
system  which  continued  to  function  in  a normal  manner  without 
serious  incident. 

All  sewage  is  discharged  into  the  River  Tyne  without  prior 
treatment,  but  progress  is  now  being  made  with  the  first  stage  of 
the  Tyneside  Joint  Sewerage  Board’s  scheme  to  eliminate  these 
discharges. 

Refuse  removal  and  disposal 

This  service  is  under  the  control  of  the  Transport  and 
Cleansing  Superintendent  Mr.  R.  Bone. 
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No  changes  of  any  note  have  taken  place  over  the  past  twelve 
months  and  the  cleansing  service  has  continued  to  function 
normally,  despite  the  misuse  or  abuse  of  some  of  the  facilities  pro- 
vided for  the  public’s  benefit. 

Dumping  of  discarded  household  articles  on  waste  land  and 
in  streams  continues  unabated,  when  a postcard  or  a telephone 
call  to  the  Cleansing  Department  will  ensure  that  such  refuse  will 
be  collected  at  no  extra  charge.  The  culprits  obviously  go  to  a 
good  deal  of  trouble  to  dispose  of  these  articles  in  such  a stealthy 
way,  that  hardly  ever  is  a report  received  of  them  being  seen. 

There  was  no  improvement  in  the  nuisance  created  by  the 
misuse  of  the  refuse  disposal  system  at  the  School  Street  Flats.  In 
theory,  this  should  be  a satisfactory  system,  but  until  a small 
minority  of  tenants  learn  how  to  use  it  properly,  I fail  to  see  any 
improvement  taking  place,  despite  the  strenuous  efforts  of  the 
Cleansing  staff  to  prevent  a nuisance  occuring. 

All  refuse  continues  to  be  tipped  on  the  riverside  tip  with  the 
associated  problems  of  fires,  scavenging  by  unauthorised  persons 
and  plain  vandalism.  The  regional  incinerator  which  is  nearing 
completion  at  South  Shields  should  solve  this. 

Keeping  of  Animals 

During  the  year  a scheme  was  started  for  the  collection  of 
dogs  found  wandering  in  the  town.  With  police  co-operation  a dog- 
catcher  is  employed  to  collect  and  impound  the  animals  at  South 
Shields  Police  Station,  where  owners  can  recover  their  animals 
within  seven  days  upon  payment  of  a fee,  failing  which  the  dogs 
are  destroyed.  Notices  were  posted-up  throughout  the  town  warn- 
ing the  public  to  keep  their  dogs  under  control,  and  so  far  the 
scheme  has  met  with  some  measure  of  success,  but  indications 
are  that  a much  more  ambitious  and  rigourous  policy  is  needed  to 
discourage  the  casual  dog  owner  that  his  animal  is  a hazard  both 
to  public  health  and  to  road  users. 

Public  Conveniences 

The  condition  of  the  public  lavatories  in  the  town  continues 
to  deteriorate,  chiefly  due  to  vandalism.  There  is  now  an  urgent 
need  for  one  or  two  modern  conveniences,  properly  staffed  and 
equipped  and  the  old,  insanitary  premises  demolished. 

Schools 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  general  condition  of  school 
buildings  in  the  town  since  last  year. 

Filthy  and  Verminous  Premises 

14  houses  were  treated  for  the  elimination  of  fleas  and  bed 
bugs  and  a further  14  were  disinfected  on  account  of  dirty  con- 
ditions. 
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HISTORICAL  MOTES  ON 

HOUSING  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  IN  HEBBURN 

The  first  houses  to  be  built  in  Hebburn,  apart  from  several 
isolated  farm  houses  and  residences,  were  erected  around  1800  in 
the  colliery  area  at  the  eastern  part  of  the  town.  After  the  Bensham 
coal  seam  was  struck  in  1794,  three  pits  were  operating,  and  the 
coal  company  commenced  the  erection  of  rows  of  houses  to 
accommodate  the  miners  and  their  families.  A self-contained 
community  developed  around  the  collieries  and  later  a church, 
school  and  shops  were  established.  St.  Oswald’s  Day  School  was 
opened  in  1857,  and  the  present  church  was  built  around  1880  by 
which  time  some  300  children  were  attending  the  school. 

In  1900  there  were  765  houses  leased  by  the  Coal  Company 
and  the  unsatisfactory  condition  of  many  of  them  had  been  raised 
by  the  Council  on  numerous  occasions.  A description  of  one  of 
these  dwellings  is  given  in  an  official  report  as  comprising  two 
rooms  on  the  ground  floor  with  a room  in  the  roof  space 
approached  by  a ladder  through  an  aperture  in  the  floor.  The 
upper  room  was  very  low  pitched  and  had  no  ceiling  or  fireplace. 
The  walls  were  very  damp,  as  there  were  no  damp-courses  and 
floors  were  below  ground  level.  Water  was  supplied  from  a 
communal  stand-pipe  in  the  street  and  the  custom  was  for  the 
miner  to  bathe  in  the  living  room  and  it  was  considered  quite 
usual  for  this  to  take  place  in  the  presence  of  the  family. 

Most  of  these  houses  were  provided  either  rent  free  or  an 
allowance  in  lieu  was  added  to  the  wages,  together  with  a supply 
of  coal.  There  was  naturally  a great  demand  for  such  houses  and 
those  occupying  them  were  loathe  to  complain  about  their  con- 
ditions and  the  owners  appear  to  have  taken  advantage  of  this 
fact,  and  spent  very  little  on  them.  The  last  vestiges  of  these 
houses  were  cleared  in  the  193Q’s  by  which  time  coal-mining  in 
Hebburn  had  ceased. 

With  the  advent  of  shipbuilding  in  1833,  when  Andrew  Leslie 
founded  his  yard,  Hebburn  began  to  grow.  Rows  of  houses,  along 
with  a church  and  school  were  built  by  him  to  accommodate  his 
work  people  at  Hebburn  Quay.  Other  industries  were  established 
and  from  around  1870  many  tenemented  houses  were  run  up  both 
in  the  Quay  area  and  in  the  South  Ward  which  became  known  as 
Newtown.  The  main  railway  line  was  being  laid  to  South  Shields 
and  there  was  a demand  for  low  rented  housing  accommodation 
as  expansion  took  place,  in  1871  the  population  was  5,664  and  this 
had  doubled  to  1 1 ,802  in  1 881  with  about  1 ,600  houses  in  the  town, 
in  1901  a small  electrical  engineering  factory  employing  58  people 
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was  established  by  Mr.  Reyrolle,  the  forerunner  of  the  vast  con- 
cern which  is  now  pre-eminent  throughout  the  world  for  its 
electrical  switchgear.  The  population  had  increased  to  20,901  and 
the  houses  to  over  2,830. 

In  1894  the  town  became  an  Urban  District,  composed  of  18 
Councillors  and  4 Officials,  the  Clerk,  the  Medical  Officer,  the 
Sanitary  Inspector  and  the  Surveyor,  of  whom  only  the  latter  two 
were  full  time.  The  town’s  industries  at  the  turn  of  the  century  were 
shipbuilding  and  repairing,  coal-mining,  electrical  engineering, 
chemical,  copper,  lead,  aluminium,  cement,  grease,  boiler,  and 
rope  and  sail  works. 

An  industrial  recession  had  led  many  men  to  leave  the  district 
because  of  strikes  and  short-time  working. 

Hebburn  at  that  time  was  a town  of  small  property,  A Govern- 
ment report  upon  conditions  around  1906  described  parts  of  the 
Quay  area  ‘Where  houses  built  as  single  residences  are  occupied 
by  two  or  more  families  and  inhabited  by  persons  of  the  lowest 
grade.  The  interiors  of  these  houses  are  extremely  dirty  and  evil- 
smelling, furniture  Is  conspicuous  by  its  absence,  a bundle  of  filthy 
rags  often  does  duty  for  a bed.  Slop  water  is  thrown  into  the  ash- 
closets  which  overflow  into  the  back  streets,  and  it  is  not  unusual 
for  doors  to  be  removed  to  burn  for  fuel’.  Not  all  property  was  like 
this.  In  the  newer  parts  of  the  town,  house  property  was  in  good 
structural  condition,  and  was  well,  sometimes  luxuriously  furnished 
and  kept  scrupulously  clean. 

It  is  not  surprising  that  the  low  wages,  unemployment,  and 
serious  overcrowding  produced  conditions  of  poverty  for  many 
families  and  diseases  of  all  sorts  flourished.  The  Infant  Death 
Rate  was  extremely  high  - for  every  1,000  children  born,  177  did 
not  survive  beyond  one  year,  compared  with  the  national  figure  of 
151  per  1,000,  Today  the  figure  is  22. 

Judged  even  by  the  standards  of  1900,  a great  deal  of  the 
tenemented  property  was  considered  to  be  unfit  for  habitation. 
They  were  in  very  poor  condition  with  an  air  of  squalor  and 
dilapidation,  and  it  was  not  uncommon  for  as  many  as  eight 
families  to  share  one  yard.  Criticism  was  also  levelled  at  the  policy 
of  running  up  streets  of  small  flats  containing  two  or  three  rooms 
and  a scullery.  They  tended  to  create  bad  overcrowding  but  the 
first  consideration  was  cheapness  - rents  were  about  two  or  three 
shillings  per  week.  Those  parts  of  the  town  were  laid  out  in  a 
regular  manner  and  nowhere  did  houses  stand  huddled  together 
in  courts  or  alleys.  In  spite  of  their  deficiencies,  these  dwellings 
did,  without  doubt  fulfil  a need  for  cheap  accommodation,  and 
were  to  remain  as  such  until  dealt  with  between  1948  and  1970. 
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Housing  iegislation  in  the  form  of  The  Artisans  and  Labourers 
Dwellings  Improvement  Acts  of  1875  and  1879  and  the  Housing  of 
the  Working  Classes  Act  of  1890  appeared  to  have  had  little  or  no 
impact  upon  Hebburn.  By  the  end  of  the  first  World  War  the 
population  was  approaching  2^.000.  In  1920  the  Council  started 
the  erection  of  the  first  270  houses  in  the  Victoria  Ward  under  the 
direction  of  H.M.  Office  of  Works.  These  houses  were  of  the  three 
and  four  roomed  type  with  gardens,  and  doubts  were  expressed 
at  the  time  about  the  ability  of  low  paid  workers  to  pay  the  nine 
and  ten  shillings  weekly  rent. 

The  Housina  Act  of  1925  enabled  local  authorities  to  clear 
insanitary  areas  and  enforce  the  repair,  closure  or  demolition  of 
insanitary  dwellings  and  to  erect  houses  for  the  working  classes. 
Most  of  the  old  colliery  houses  were  dealt  with  in  this  way,  but  little 
attemot  was  made  to  tackle  other  parts  of  the  town.  Shortly  before 
t^e  First  War  a start  was  made  to  convert  all  ash-pit  privies  to 
closets  on  a water-carriage  system.  This  was  an  undertaking  of 
far-reaching  public  health  importance,  and  with  better  paved 
streets  and  improved  scavanging,  inhabitants  began  to  enjoy  a 
healthier  environment.  The  period  up  to  the  outbreak  of  the 
second  World  War  saw  a good  deal  of  speculative  house  building 
for  the  private  sector,  along  with  the  growth  of  building  societies 
and  owner-occupation. 

After  the  end  of  hostilities  in  1945  it  was  obvious  that  a deter- 
mined effort  was  needed  to  deal  with  the  legacy  of  unfit  housing  in 
Hebburn.  Like  most  other  authorities  Hebburn  had  an  acute 
shortage  of  houses,  and  the  era  of  the  pre-fabricated  bungalow 
was  ushered  in  as  thousands  of  these  Government  sponsored 
factory  built  units  literally  sprang  up  like  mushrooms  overnight. 
105  were  put  up  in  Hebburn  and  served  a useful  purpose  until  they 
reached  the  end  of  their  life  in  1966.  In  the  meantime  the  Council 
had  embarked  upon  a programme  of  house  building.  House  wait- 
ing lists  were  revised  and  a points  system  introduced  to  ensure 
that  houses  were  allocated  to  those  most  in  need. 

The  Public  Health  Inspector  presented  a comprehensive 
report  to  the  Council  in  1949  with  the  object  of  identifying  all  prop- 
erties which  should  be  cleared.  Surveys  of  the  worst  areas 
culminated  in  the  declaration  of  the  first  Clearance  Area  in  1952 
covering  Edward  Street  and  parts  of  Carr  Street  and  Lyon  Street. 
Since  then,  slum  clearance  has  proceeded  without  a break,  and 
the  last  area  was  declared  in  1970,  covering  parts  of  Collingwood, 
Howe,  Frobisher  and  Jervis  Streets.  2,949  dwellings  have  been 
dealt  with  to  date,  involving  the  rehousing  of  over  9,000  persons, 
about  36%  of  the  population. 
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Landward  areas  to  the  south  and  west  of  the  town  have  been 
extensively  developed  with  estates  of  houses  and  shops,  and  by 
the  mid-1960’s  all  virgin  sites  had  been  built  upon.  It  had  been  the 
Council’s  policy  to  acquire  all  cleared  sites,  and  the  first  of  these 
to  be  re-deveioped  were  in  parts  of  the  Newtown,  and  Quay  areas 
followed  by  a large  development  of  5 storied  dwellings  around  the 
School  Street  - Argyle  Street  areas.  Smaller  redevelopment 
schemes  were  at  St.  Oswald’s  Road  and  Spencer  Street  and  work 
has  commenced  on  a large  housing  project  in  the  Newtown 
adjacent  to  the  new  shopping  precincts. 

Hebburn  todays  bears  little  resemblance  to  the  Hebburn  of 
1900.  Over-crowding,  in  the  true  sense  does  not  exist  and  a flexible 
system  of  house  exchange  permits  the  movement  of  families  into 
accommodation  best  suited  to  their  needs.  In  1900  records  show 
that  there  were  1,684  families  containing  between  6 to  12  or  more 
persons.  Today,  the  average  of  all  families  is  2.8  persons. 

The  future  trend  seems  to  be  a growing  demand  for  housing 
improvement  both  in  the  public  and  private  sector,  and  with  local 
government  re-organisation  approaching  a reality,  a more  flexible 
housing  policy  would  seem  possible. 

Details  are  given  of  all  dwelling  houses  and  other  premises 
which  have  dealt  with  since  the  last  war  are  as  follows: 


SLUM  CLEARANCE  1945  - 1970 


Year  Area 

Unfit  - In 
Clearance 
Area 

Not  unfit 
Housing 
Act 
Part  III 

Total 

Dwellings 

Other 

Buildings 

1952  Edward  Street  C.O.  ... 

43 

0 

43 

0 

1953  Lyon  Street  No.  1 C.O. 

13 

0 

13 

3 

1953  William  Street  No.  2 C.O. 

16 

0 

16 

4 

1953  Glen  Street  C.O. 

6 

0 

6 

0 

1955  Lyon  Street  C.O. 

10 

0 

10 

0 

1955  William,  Street  and 

Bewick  Street  C.O. 

18 

0 

18 

3 

1955  Redhead  Terrace  and 
Patrick  Place  C.O. 

17 

0 

17 

2 

1955  Charles  Street  C.P.O.... 

14 

0 

14 

0 

1955  Newtown  No.  1 C.P.O. 

114 

0 

114 

0 

1955  Quay  No.  2 C.O. 

15 

0 

15 

1 

1956  Quay  No.  1 C.O. 

90 

0 

90 

0 

1956  Newtown  No.  2 C.P.O. 

41 

0 

41 

0 

1956  Foster  Street  C.O. 

14 

0 

14 

0 

1953  Newtown  No.  3 C.P.O. 

45 

0 

45 

6 

1956  Newtown  No.  4 C.P.O. 

23 

2 

30 

3 

1956  Quay  No.  4 C.O. 

16 

0 

16 

1 
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Year  Area 

Unfit  - In 
Clearance 
Area 

Not  unfit 
Housing 
Act 
Part  III 

Total 

Dwellings 

Other 

Buildings 

1956  Quay  No.  5 C.P.O 

8 

0 

8 

0 

1956  Quay  No.  6 C.P.O 

8 

0 

8 

0 

1957  Newtown  No.  5 C.P.O. 

94 

8 

102 

10 

1957  Ellison  Street  C.O. 

8 

0 

8 

0 

1958  Newtown  No.  7 C.O.  ... 

13 

0 

13 

0 

1958  Quay  No.  7 C.O. 

8 

0 

8 

0 

1958  Quay  No.  8 C.O. 

42 

0 

42 

0 

1958  Bede  Buildings  C.O.  ... 

20 

0 

20 

0 

1958  Quay  No.  9 C.O. 

17 

0 

17 

0 

1958  Ellison  Street  C.O. 

22 

0 

28 

0 

1958  Quay  No.  10  C.O 

28 

0 

28 

0 

1958  Quay  No.  11  C.O 

13 

0 

13 

1 

1958  Quay  No.  12  C.O 

20 

0 

20 

0 

1958  Quay  No.  13  C.O 

4 

0 

4 

0 

1958  Quay  No.  14  C.O 

82 

0 

82 

1 

1960  Quay  No.  15  C.O. 

6 

0 

6 

0 

1960  Newtown  No.  8 C.P.O. 

20 

0 

20 

0 

1960  Newtown  No.  9 C.P.O. 

5 

0 

5 

0 

1960  Newtown  No.  10  C.P.O. 

10 

3 

13 

5 

1961  Quay  No.  16  C.O 

12 

0 

12 

0 

1961  Riverside  House  C.O. 

3 

0 

3 

0 

1962  Quay  No.  18  C.O 

10 

0 

10 

0 

1962  Till  Street  No.  1 C.O. 

50 

0 

50 

0 

1962  Till  Street  No.  2 C.P.O. 

4 

0 

4 

0 

1962  Quay  No.  17  C.P.O 

8 

0 

8 

1 

1962  Quay  No.  19  C.O 

22 

0 

22 

0 

1963  Cuthbert  Street  C.P.O. 

6 

0 

6 

0 

1963  Victoria  Road  West  C.P.O.  ... 

5 

0 

5 

0 

1963  St.  Oswalds  Road  No.  1 C.P.O. 

73 

0 

73 

1 

1963  St.  Oswalds  Road  No.  2 C.P.O. 

16 

0 

16 

1 

1963  Quay  No.  20  C.P.O 

3 

0 

3 

2 

1964  Quay  No.  21  C.P.O.  ... 

10 

0 

10 

1 

1964  Quay  No.  22  C.P.O.  ... 

62 

22 

84 

4 

1964  Quay  No.  23  C.P.O 

76 

37 

113 

8 

1964  Quay  No.  24  C.P.O.  ... 

85 

10 

95 

2 

1964  Quay  No.  25  C.P.O.  ... 

79 

28 

107 

6 

1966  Prince  Consort  Road 

No.  1 C.P.O 

2 

0 

2 

0 

1966  Prince  Consort  Road 

No.  2 C.P.O 

15 

0 

15 

0 

1966  Prince  Consort  Road 

No.  3 C.P.O 

5 

0 

5 

0 

1966  Quay  No.  26  C.P.O 

20 

8 

28 

1 

1966  Quay  No.  27  C.P.O.  ... 

57 

3 

60 

7 

1966  Quay  No.  28  C.P.O 

11 

2 

13 

5 

1966  Newtown  No.  12  C.P.O. 

14 

0 

14 

0 
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Year  Area 

Unfit  - In 
Clearance 
Area 

Not  unfit 
Housing 
Act 
Part  III 

Total 

Dwellings 

Other 

Buildings 

1966  Newtown  No.  .13  C.P.O. 

26 

11 

37 

1 

1966  Newtown  No.  14  C.P.O. 

9 

0 

9 

0 

1966  Newtown  No.  15  C.P.O. 

62 

21 

83 

4 

1968  Hood  Street  C.O. 

24 

0 

24 

0 

1968  Ellison  Street  C.O.  ... 

38 

0 

38 

2 

1968  Argyle  Street  No.  1 C.P.O. 

89 

12 

101 

5 

1968  Argyle  Street  No.  2 C.P.O. 

166 

34 

200 

17 

1969  Argyle  Street  No.  3 C.P.O. 

167 

35 

202 

12 

1970  Collingwood  Street  and 

No.  1 C.O. 

140 

0 

140 

0 

1970  Collingwood  Street  and 

No.  2 C.O 

6 

0 

6 

0 

1945- 

1970  Individual  Unfit  Houses 

136 

0 

136 

0 

1966  Prefabricated  bungalows 

0 

105 

105 

0 

1967  Battle  Hill  Estates 

0 

135 

135 

0 

Totals 

...  2463 

476 

2939 

120 

Families  rehoused 
Persons  rehoused 


2887 

9006 
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HOUSING  ACTS,  1957  - 1969 

NEW  HOUSES 

During  1970  the  following  new  houses  were  erected: 

By  the  Local  Authority  .. . ...  ...  166 

By  private  persons  ...  ...  ...  0 

Total  ...  166 


There  were  8,360  inhabited  houses  at  the  end  of  1970.  The 
Council  houses  completed  during  the  year  were  the  remaining  46 
on  the  St.  Oswalds  Road  site,  and  the  first  120  from  the  School 
Street  (phase  2)  scheme. 

INSPECTION  AND  HOUSING  CONDITIONS 

The  133  visits  made  related  to  disrepair  of  houses  which 
constituted  nuisances,  and  were  dealt  with  under  Public  Health 
Acts  by  the  service  of  45  informal  and  8 statutory  notices.  The 
extensive  slum  clearance  in  the  town  reflects  the  reduced  number 
of  visits  and  notices,  but  this  is  counter-balanced  by  substantially 
more  visits  and  notices  in  connection  with  improvement  grants 
and  qualification  certificates. 

CLEARANCE  AREAS  AND  INDIVIDUAL  UNFIT  HOUSES 

During  1970,  two  Clearance  Orders  were  made  covering  146 
dwellings  in  Collingwood,  Howe,  Frobisher  and  Jervis  Streets.  The 
Argyle  Stret  No.  3 Compulsory  Purchase  Order  was  confirmed 
and  it  was  anticipated  that  the  rehousing  of  tenants  would  com- 
mence early  in  1971 . 

The  two  Clearance  Orders  will  virtually  complete  the  Coun- 
cil’s slum  clearance  programme. 

Four  dwellings  forming  parts  of  buildings  were  closed  under 
the  provisions  of  Section  18  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957  and  1 
dwelling  house  was  demolished  under  the  provision  of  Section  17. 

PUBLIC  INQUIRIES 

One  Public  Inquiry  was  held  during  the  year  in  connection 
with  the  Argyle  Street  No.  3 C.P.O.  and  once  again  a substantial 
number  of  objections  and  claims  were  lodged  by  owners,  but 
many  did  not  see  fit  to  turn  up  at  the  Inquiry  to  support  their 
objections.  The  Minister  confirmed  the  Order,  with  only  two 
modifications;  a pair  of  flats  and  a house  were  transferred  to  Part 
III  lands. 
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HOUSES  DEMOLISHED 

187  Dwellings  and  other  premises  were  actually  demolished 
during  the  year,  mostly  those  in  the  Argyle  Street  Nos.  1 and  2 
C. P.O.’s. 

BUILDING  PROGRAMME 

Following  upon  the  completion  of  the  housing  schemes  at  St. 
Oswalds  Road  and  Spencer  Street,  the  first  of  the  480  dwellings 
at  the  School  Street  scheme  (phase  2)  were  handed  over. 

By  the  end  of  1970,  the  scheme  for  the  erection  of  some  521 
dwellings  in  the  Newtown  area  had  been  finalised  and  it  was 
expected  that  work  would  start  early  in  1971.  An  unusual  feature 
in  this  project  is  the  proposal  to  site  the  district  heating  boiler 
house  at  the  top  of  a 19  storied  block  of  dwellings.  A further 
scheme  for  the  erection  of  traditional  type  dwellings  on  cleared 
sites  in  the  Quay  area  is  also  planned. 

HOUSE  IMPROVEMENT 

Since  the  introduction  of  the  Housing  Act,  1969,  the  number 
of  applications  has  gathered  momentum,  as  private  house  owners 
have  realised  the  advantages  to  be  gained  by  improving  their 
homes  with  the  aid  of  the  liberal  grants  available. 

The  survey  work  which  was  reported  upon  in  1961,  was  con- 
tinued, and  the  Council  decided  in  principle  to  accept  a scheme 
for  the  general  improvement  of  an  area  of  property  in  the  Newtown 
adjacent  to  the  new  housing  scheme  with  the  object  of  integrating 
it  within  the  new  environment. 

The  number  of  applications  for  improvement  grants  which 
were  approved  in  1970  were  as  follows: 


Number 

Total 

Approved 

Approved  Cost 

o 

Standard  amenities 

15 

1* 

8,006.53 

Improvement  grants 

52 

34,290.17 

Total  ...  67 

42,296.70 

No  applications  were  refused. 


A phased  programme  of  improvements  to  the  Council’s  pre- 
war houses  was  commenced,  with  the  complete  modernisation  of 
the  first  102  dwellings  in  the  Victoria  Ward.  The  improvements 
which  were  undertaken  by  the  Council’s  Direct  Labour  Depart- 
ment, were  eagerly  accepted  by  the  tenants. 

The  North  Eastern  Housing  Association  completed  improve- 
ments to  the  first  40  of  their  houses  in  the  same  area,  and 
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proposals  were  submitted  for  an  extension  of  this  work  to  further 
properties. 

Members  of  the  public  wishing  to  obtain  information  and 
advice  about  home  improvements  are  seen  by  staff  of  the  Health 
Department,  which  deals  with  all  aspects  of  the  work  in  co- 
operation with  others  departments.  Anyone  wishing  to  enquire 
about  improvements  can  thus  be  directed  to  one  officer  without 
having  to  visit  various  departments  of  the  Council. 

QUALIFICATION  CERTIFICATES  - HOUSING  ACT,  1969 

The  following  Certificates  were  issued  during  the  year. 

1.  Number  of  Certificates  of  Provisional  Approval 

where  Standard  Amenities  are  proposed  to  be 
installed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

2.  Number  of  Certificates  where  Standard  Amenities 
are  already  provided  in  dwellings  with 

(a)  Rateable  value  of  £60  or  more 1 

(b)  Rateable  value  of  £40  to  £60  ...  ...  4 

(c)  Rateable  value  of  less  than  £40  ...  ...  2 


3.  Number  of  applications  for  Certificates  under 
consideration  at  end  of  year 


5 
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Food  Inspection  and  Premises 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955 


MILK 

There  are  no  milk  producers  or  processing  plants  in  Hebburn 
but  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  (General)  Regulations  1959  the 
Council  is  responsible  for  the  hygienic  handling  of  milk  retailers. 
There  are  two  registered  distributors  and  numerous  retailers  of 
bottled  milk  in  the  town. 

I am  indebted  to  the  County  Health  Inspector  for  the  following 
information  relating  to  milk  samples  taken  during  1970  within  the 


Hebburn  Urban  District: 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Pasteurised  Milk 

28 

0 

Sterilized  Milk 

8 

0 

All  samples  satisfied  the  appropriate  tests  for  turbidity, 
phosphatase  and  methylene  blue.  No  tests  were  reported  in  con- 
nection with  tuberculosis,  brucella  abortus  or  the  presence  of 
antibiotics. 

MEAT 

All  meat,  either  home  killed  or  imported,  is  supplied  by  whole- 
salers from  outside  Hebburn.  There  are  no  slaughterhouses  in  the 
town. 

ICE  CREAM 

There  are  54  premises  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice-cream 
besides  which  a number  of  vending  vehicles  operate  in  the  town. 

All  unsatisfactory  samples  were  followed-up  by  detailed 
investigations  into  hygienic  procedures  in  the  premises  or 
vehicles. 


INSPECTION  OF  MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS 

The  total  amount  of  meat  and  other  foods  examined 
for  human  consumption  during  1970  was  as  follows: 

as  unfit 

cwts.  qrs. 

lbs. 

Meats 

1 1 

9 

Other  canned  foods 

3 1 

5 

Fresh  fruit  and  vegetables 

0 0 

7 

Frozen  foods  due  to  cabinet 
Breakdown 

0 3 

2 

Total  ... 


5 


1 


23 
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The  growth  in  the  frozen  food  retail  trade  is  reflected  in  the 
increase  of  food  which  it  was  necessary  to  condemn  due  to  break- 
down in  the  refrigerated  display  cabinets. 

FOREIGN  MATTER  IN  FOOD 

The  number  of  complaints  received  regarding  foreign  matter 
or  mould  in  food  showed  a drop  during  1970,  only  six  being 


reported.  These  were: 

Mould  in  bread  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Mould  in  meat  pie  ...  ...  ...  1 

Mould  in  apple  tart  ...  ...  ...  1 

Meta!  fragment  in  tart  ...  ...  ...  1 

Metal  staple  in  meat  pie  ...  ...  1 


Four  prosecutions  were  instituted,  three  under  Section  8 of 
the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  and  one  under  Section  2,  resulting  in  the 
imposition  of  fines  totalling  £40. 

DATE  STAMPING 

A good  deal  of  press  and  television  publicity  has  been 
engendered  regarding  the  date  stamping  or  coding  of  perishable 
foods  and  a survey  by  the  Association  of  Public  Health  Inspectors 
revealed  that  certain  malpractices  were  taking  place  in  connection 
with  ‘sale  or  return’  systems  operated  by  some  van  delivery  sales- 
men, a practice  not  unknown  in  Hebburn. 

Open  date-stamping  was  strongly  urged  in  some  quarters, 
but  there  are  undoubtedly  some  difficulties  to  be  overcome  before 
this  practice  can  be  universally  adopted.  In  the  meantime  the  Food 
Standards  Committee  is  to  review  the  subject.  However,  the 
Association  condemns  the  supplying  of  perishable  food  to 
retailers  on  a ‘sale  or  return’  basis. 

FOOD  HYGIENE 

157  visits  were  made  to  premises  where  food  and  drink  is 
prepared,  handled  or  sold.  This  amounts  to  only  about  one  visit 
per  year  to  each  of  the  premises  and  must  be  considered  totally 
inadequate. 

Not  only  is  the  character  of  food  handling  establishments 
changing,  but  so  is  the  way  that  many  of  today’s  foods  are  chang- 
ing in  composition,  preservation  and  packaging,  and  these 
inevitably  give  rise  to  new  problems. 

Supermarkets  are  replacing  counter  service  shops,  many 
public  houses  now  serve  counter  meals  and  snacks,  cafes  and 
restaurants  are  adopting  the  serve-yourself  system,  and  there  is  a 
growth  of  Asian  and  continental  restaurants  and  ‘carry-out’  ready 
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cooked  foods.  Frozen  foods  are  now  established  as  a quick  and 
convenient  way  of  purchasing  and  preparing  meals,  butcher  meat 
is  displayed  and  sold  in  the  same  manner,  as  are  also  a wide  range 
of  poultry  foods. 

There  are  also  the  problems  associated  with  mobile  food 
traders,  many  of  whom  operate  from  vehicles  ill-equipped  for  their 
purpose,  at  evenings  or  weekends  usually  on  outlying  housing 
estates.  Due  to  its  industrial  nature,  Hebburn  has  a larger  number 
of  works  canteens,  and  these  premises  require  special  attention 

There  is  sufficient  work  in  connection  with  food  inspection 
and  food  premises  to  engage  the  full-time  attention  of  one  inspec- 
tor, but  owing  to  pressure  of  other  duties,  this  work  can  only 
receive  brief  attention  which  is  shown  in  the  small  number  of  visits 
during  the  year. 

FOOD  PREMISES 

The  types  and  numbers  of  food  premises  in  the  Urban 


District  are  as  follows: 

Bakers  and  confectioners  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Butchers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Fishmongers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Fish  Fryers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

General  Dealers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  34 

Greengrocers  and  Fruiters  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Grocery  and  Provision  Dealers  ...  ...  ...  14 

Canteens,  industrial  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Clubs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

School  Kitchens  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Food  Manufacturing  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Hospital  and  Institutions  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Restaurants,  Cafes  and  Snack-Bars 5 

Public  Houses  and  Off-Licences  ...  ...  ...  19 


Total 158 


Under  Section  16  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955,  69  of  these 
premises  are  registered  for  the  following  purposes: 

Sale  of  ice-cream  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  54 

Manufacture  of  sausage  and  other  preserved  meats  15 


Total  ... 


69 
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OUTBREAK  OF  FOOD  POISONING 

This  outbreak,  which  is  fully  reported  by  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health,  necessitated  an  intensive  programme  of  visits  to  homes. 
Surveillance  and  stool  testing  of  patients  and  contacts  in 
collaboration  with  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Newcastle.  212 
visits  were  made,  and  200  specimens  taken  for  laboratory 
examination. 

HOLIDAYS  ABROAD 

The  packaged  tour  abroad  continues  to  attract  more  people 
each  year,  and  the  search  for  sun,  and  the  allurement  of  new 
places  exposes  many  British  holidaymakers  to  risks  and  fatigues 
to  which  they  are  neither  accustomed  nor  equipped.  This  is 
especially  the  case  in  countries  bordering  the  Mediterranean  and 
in  North  Africa  where  the  warmer  climate  combined  with  lower 
standards  of  hygiene,  doubtful  water  supplies  and  the  existence  of 
carriers  of  infection  amongst  itinerant  casual  hotel  and  kitchen 
staffs  may  contribute  to  outbreaks  of  gastro-intestina!  infections  of 
one  sort  or  another  from  the  simple  gastric  upset  to  the  long-term 
typhoid  fever. 

Holidaymakers  themselves  can  take  some  simple  precautions 
to  reduce  the  risk  of  infection  such  as  avoiding  raw  salads,  which 
may  be  contaminated  with  sewage,  avoiding  the  use  of  ice  in 
drinks  and  the  drinking  water  of  local  water  supplies  straight  from 
the  tap.  Mineral  waters  can  also  be  suspect  in  some  instances 
particularly  if  they  are  bottled  locally. 

The  holiday  industry  has  done  a great  deal  to  popularise 
these  holidays  in  modern  hotels  with  good  accommodation  and 
food,  but  a private  beach  and  an  elaborate  cuisine  are  no  com- 
pensations for  slack  hygiene  in  the  kitchen  if  the  holiday  is  marred 
by  illness.  Much  more  can  be  done  if  competent  and  qualified 
persons  were  engaged  to  ‘vet’  food  hygiene  practices  in  holiday 
hotels. 

MARKET 

A private  operator  established  an  open-air  market  adjacent  to 
the  town’s  shopping  centre,  in  which  some  40  stallholders  sold  a 
variety  of  good,  including  foodstuffs.  It  was  necessary  to  enforce 
certain  requirements  in  connection  with  water  supply,  protection 
of  food,  hand-washing  facilities  and  refuse  storage  before  trading 
was  allowed  to  commence.  Trading  was  confined  to  Saturdays 
only  and  regular  visits  of  inspection  were  made. 
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AIR  POLLUTION 

The  efforts  of  the  Council  in  the  field  of  smoke  control  con- 
tinues to  be  reflected  in  a gradual  improvement  in  the  condition  of 
the  atmosphere.  Visible  pollutants  are  noticeably  less,  but  the 
same  cannot  be  said  for  the  invisible  pollutants,  mainly  sulphur 
dioxide,  which  although  falling,  are  not  doing  so  at  the  same  rate. 

SMOKE  CONTROL  ORDERS 

The  Council’s  No.  12  Order  received  approval  and  came  into 
operation  on  the  1st  October,  1970.  This  Order  covered  part  of  the 
Council’s  pre-war  estate  under  a modernisation  scheme. 

Despite  a great  deal  of  uncertainty  about  the  supplies  of  solid 
smokeless  fuels,  the  survey  for  the  No.  13  Order  was  pressed 
ahead,  and  it  was  anticipated  that  the  Order,  covering  some  854 
dwellings  would  be  ready  for  submission  early  in  1971,  with  the 
operative  date  1st  November,  1972. 

Unfortunately,  due  to  the  disappearance  from  the  market  of 
open-fire  solid  smokeless  fuels,  the  Council  was  forced  into  revok- 
ing Order  Nos.  1 and  2.  The  effect  of  this  was  to  permit  house- 
holders to  revert  to  burning  coal  on  their  appliances,  in  place  of 
the  soft,  reactive  gas  coke  known  as  Gloco,  which  had  been 
plentiful  until  the  works  where  it  was  produced  were  closed  down. 
However,  it  was  expected  that  revocation  would  be  lifted  by  the 
spring  of  1971 . 
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The  following  table  shows  the  position  at  the  end  of  the  year: 

Number  of 

Smoke  Control 

Other 

Order  No.  Dwellings 

Premises 

Acreage 

1 

135 

17 

22 

2 

476 

75 

382 

3 

469 

11 

152 

4 

323 

7 

70 

Joint 

46 

0 

2.3 

5 

548 

6 

250.7 

6 

254 

5 

27 

7 

909 

15 

87.6 

8 

730 

21 

121 

9 

381 

1 

32.4 

10 

199 

1 

19 

11 

636 

13 

94 

12 

774 

30 

96.7 

Total 

5839 

255 

1356.7 

Percentage 

70.3% 

0 

86.1  % 

13 

854 

42 

50.6 

(Awaiting 

confirmation) 

Total 

6734 

297 

1407.3 

Percentage 

80.5% 

0 

90.0% 

All  figures  have  been  corrected  to  take  into  account  new 
development  and  demolished  properties. 


fNDUSTRIAL  POLLUTION 

No  significant  advancements  were  made  in  this  field  during 
the  year,  and  apart  from  two  or  three  intractable  sources  of 
pollution,  there  are  no  serious  problems  on  the  industrial  side  in 
Hebburn. 

The  National  Coal  Board  announced  a major  programme  of 
modernisation  at  the  Monkton  Coke  Works,  and  when  this  is  com- 
pleted it  is  hoped  that  the  considerable  pollution  from  this  plant 
will  be  substantially  reduced. 
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Grit  and  dust  from  a slag  recovery  works  continues  to  be  a 
source  of  trouble,  especially  during  dry  weather,  but  as  the  slag 
heap  is  being  rapidly  worked  out,  it  is  expected  that  the  problem 
will  be  eliminated  within  the  next  two  years. 

On  several  occasions  it  was  necessary  to  issue  strong  warn- 
ings regarding  the  indiscriminate  burning  of  waste  material, 
rubber  tyres,  etc.,  on  open  ground,  as  a result  of  which  serious 
smoke  emissions  were  created. 

APPROVAL  OF  CHIMNEY  HEIGHTS 

Two  applications  for  determination  of  chimney  heights  were 
dealt  with.  One  of  these  concerned  an  oil-fired  boiler  plant  to 
serve  a district  heating  scheme  for  the  Council’s  Newton  Housing 
Re-development.  The  boiler-house  is  being  sited  on  the  roof  of  a 
19-storied  block  of  dwellings. 

MEASUREMENT  OF  AIR  POLLUTION 

The  Department’s  air  monitoring  equipment  is  situated  in  the 
Council  Offices,  and  the  following  is  a summary  of  the  smoke  and 
sulphur  dioxide  readings  obtained  during  1970. 


1970 

Average 

Smoke 

Average 

SO2 

H.D.R. 

Smoke 

H.D.R.  SO2 

January 

...  116 

178 

445 

387 

February 

...  179 

231 

370 

360 

March  ... 

...  138 

182 

290 

405 

April 

74 

112 

179 

197 

May 

55 

94 

113 

260 

June 

31 

94 

98 

275 

July 

...  28 

57 

30 

90 

August  ... 

43 

86 

137 

151 

September  - NO  RECORDINGS 
October  - NO  RECORDINGS 
November  - NO  RECORDINGS 
December  - NO  RECORDINGS 
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PEST  CONTROL 

This  service  is  carried  out  by  the  Council’s  full-time  operator 
on  a free  treatment  basis  for  domestic  premises  and  a re-charge- 
able basis  for  industrial  and  commercial  premises. 

A feature  of  the  year’s  work  was  the  increase  in  the  number  of 
infestations  notified  to  the  Department.  This  increase  has  been 
noticed  over  the  last  few  years  despite  the  fact  that  a wide  range 
of  modern  insecticides  are  now  available  to  the  public. 


Details  of  the  work  carried  out  are: 


Type  of 

Infestation 

Reported  to 
Department 

Found  by 
Routine 

Number 
of  Visits 

Rats  ... 

...  24 

7 

95 

Mice  ... 

...  119 

0 

403 

Cockroaches 

...  147 

27 

219 

Fleas 

7 

0 

7 

Bedbugs 

5 

0 

10 

Wasps 

...  14 

0 

14 

Red  Mite 

...  12 

0 

28 

Miscellaneous 

...  21 

0 

21 

Total 

...  349 

34 

797 

Dirty  houses  disinfected  - 14. 


Two  control  treatments  in  the  town’s  sewers  were  carried  out 
and  the  satisfactory  conditions  continue  with  very  little  rat  infesta- 
tion. 

LOOSE  AND  STRAY  DOGS 

During  the  latter  part  of  the  year,  a report  was  submitted  to 
the  Council  embodying  proposals  for  dealing  with  the  many  loose 
dogs  roaming  around  the  town.  With  the  co-operation  of  the 
Police  Authority,  it  was  proposed  to  engage  the  part-time  services 
of  a dog-catcher  who  would  lodge  all  impounded  animals  with 
South  Shields  Police,  from  whom  owners  would  have  to  claim 
them,  failing  which  the  dogs  would  be  destroyed  or  sold.  It  is 
hoped  to  launch  the  scheme  early  in  1971. 
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SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS  AND  VISITS  DURING  1970 


Public  Health  Acts 

Animais,  keeping  of  ... 

Drainage  and  sewerage 
Fiithy  and  verminous  premises 
Noise  abatement 
Nuisances,  statutory  ... 

Public  entertainment,  places  of 
Refuse  storage  and  disposal 
Sanitary  accommodation 
Swimming  baths 
Water  supply  ... 

Revisits  and  miscellaneous  ... 

Housing  Acts 

Clearance  areas 
Improvement  grants  (standard) 
Improvement  grants  (discretionery) 
Improvement  areas  (survey) 

Individual  unfit  houses 
Qualification  Certificates 
Revisits  and  miscellaneous  ... 

Clean  Air  Acts 

Boiler  plant 
Smoke  Control  Areas 
Smoke  nuisances  and  emissions 
Smoke  observations 
Miscellaneous  visits 

Food  and  Drugs  Acts 
Bakehouses  ... 

Butchers 

Catering  premises  (including  canteens) 
Confectioners 
Fishmongers 
Fried  fish  shops 
Food  inspection 
Food  poisoning 

General  dealers  and  supermarkets 
Greengrocers 

Grocery  and  provision  dealers 
Ice-cream  retail 

Legal  proceedings  

Mobile  shops 

Markets  and  market  stalls  ... 


3 

19 

5 

16 

133 

2 

41 

6 

4 

16 

290 

568 

197 

94 

787 

10 

61 

234 

10 

850 

11 

42 
7 

1 

5 

6 
6 
4 
3 

32 

212 

28 

6 

7 

8 
6 
7 

18 
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Public  houses,  clubs  and  hotels  ...  ...  ...  8 

Food  delivery  vehicles  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Chemists  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Revisits  and  miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  40 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act 

Offices  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Shops,  retail  34 

Wholesale  and  warehouses  .. . ...  ...  ...  3 

Catering  establishments  - open  to  public  ...  ...  4 

Accidents  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Factories  Act 

Factories  - with  power  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

Factories  - without  power  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act 

Rodent  control  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Other  infestations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Miscellaneous 

Hairdressers  and  barbers  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Pet  Animals  Act  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Public  Inquiries  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Mortgages,  inspection  for  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Rent  Acts  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Searches  - land  charges  ...  ...  ...  ...  104 

Council  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 


Total  ...  4050 
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OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963 

At  the  end  of  the  year  141  premises  were  registered,  a drop 
of  23  from  the  previous  year.  45  inspections  were  made  for  the 
purposes  of  the  Act. 

Premises  registering  for  the  first  time  receive  a general 
inspection,  and  thereafter  all  premises  are  given  a routine  inspec- 
tion whenever  possible. 

Proprietors  of  new  businesses  do  not  seem  to  familiarise 
themselves  with  the  requirements  of  the  Act  and  rely  upon  the 
Inspector  to  keep  them  informed. 

Accidents 

Three  accidents  were  reported  during  the  year,  two  being  of 
a minor  nature  and  not  requiring  investigation.  The  third  accident 
involving  an  employee  in  a steel  stockists  warehouse  was 
unfortunately  a fatal  one  due  to  the  person  being  crushed  between 
a steel  plate  being  slung  from  a vehicle  and  an  upright  staunchion. 
This  resulted  in  the  employee  sustaining  severe  internal  injuries 
from  which  he  died  in  hospital. 


Prosecutions 

No  prosecutions  were  instituted  during  the  year. 
Registered  Premises  and  Employed  Persons 


Class  of  Premises 

Number  of 
Premises 

Number  of 
persons  employed 

Offices 

...  23 

171 

Retail  shops  ... 

...  101 

414 

Wholesale  shops  and 
Warehouses 

2 

70 

Catering  establishments 

...  15 

137 

Fuel  storage  depots  ... 

0 

0 

Males  ...  292 

Females  ...  500 

Exemptions 

No  exemption  applications  were  received  and  none  were  in 
operation. 

Inspectors 

Three  public  health  inspectors  are  designated  under  Section 
52  of  the  Act  as  authorised  inspectors. 
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MISCELLANEOUS 


Hairdressers 

No  action  was  necessary  under  the  Byelaws  governing  hair- 
dressing establishments. 

Riding  Establishments 

The  only  riding  establishment  in  the  town  ceased  operating 
during  the  year. 

Caravans 

No  action  was  necessary  during  the  year. 

Pet  Animals 

One  application  was  granted  under  the  provisions  of  the  Pet 
Animals  Act,  1951. 

Animal  Boarding  Establishments 

There  are  no  premises  in  the  town  used  for  this  purpose. 

Rag  Flock  and  Other  Filling  Materials  Act,  1951 

There  are  no  premises  in  the  town  which  require  registration. 

Civic  Amenities  Act,  1967 

During  the  year  22  abandoned  motor  vehicles  were  removed 
by  the  Cleansing  Department,  for  destruction. 

Land  Charges  Act,  1925 

During  the  year  information  was  supplied  to  the  Clerk  of  the 
Council  in  respect  of  121  applications  made  under  this  Act 
regarding  requisitions  for  search  and  official  certificates  of  search 
in  the  Register  of  Local  Land  Charges. 

Shops  Act,  1950 

A part-time  inspector  is  employed  for  the  purposes  of  the  Act 
relating  to  early  closing,  hours  of  closing,  employment  of  young 
persons  and  Sunday  employment  and  trading  in  shops. 

No  action  was  necesary  during  the  year. 
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